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Mr. GIDDINGS (to Mr. Asumun.) Will the | 
tleman answer the question, whether a propo- | 

sition has been suggested by the Whig party to | 
the Democratic party, to divide the offices of the | 
House, without reference to other parties? 

Mr. ASHMUN. The question is put to me, I 
understand. [ answer most emphatically that—— | 

[Cries of ‘* Down in front”—gentlemen having | 
left their seats and gathered in the area.]} 

Mr. WENTWORTH wished the gentleman | 
from Ohio [Mr. Gippines] to come to the centre 
of the Hall, so as to be heard by gentlemen in all 
parts of the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Oh! I can make them hear 
if they will only listen. 

Mr. ASHMUN. [I understand the gentleman || 
from Ohio [Mr. Gippines] to have propounded to | 
me this questicn: Whether there was not last night | 
a Whig caucvs, at which the gentleman from Ohio | 





on my left [Mr. Vinron] presided, which did || 


make to the. Democratic party (then also in cau- | 
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The Crerk stated the point of order to be as i 
follows: An inquiry was made by the gentleman | 


from Ohio of the gentleman from Massachusetts; 
the gentleman from Massachusetts was proceeding 
to make a reply to that inquiry; and in so doing, 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] called 


|| the gentleman to order, or raised the question of | 


order. The question submitted to the consider- 


|| ation of the House, in relation to the resolution of 


the 14th instant, is, whether the gentleman from 
Massachusetts be in order? Is the House ready 
for the question? 

[Cries of “ Question.’’] 


decided in the affirmative, and 

Mr. ASHMUN proceeded. I am not, Mr. 
C.erk, (said he,) about to violate the rule, because 
I am not about to debate any 


House, proceeding to answer the inquiry of the 





House between them? Lanswer emphatically, No; | 
nothing like it in any form, manner, or resem- | 
blance, and nothing out of which any man, be he 
reasonable or unreasonable, can manufacture such 
astatement. lam perfectly free to say what was 
done, and then the House and the country can 
judge how far any person may be justified in ma- 


|| derstand it is not by general consent. 
The House may pass what rules they please, and | 


gentleman from Ohio. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I wish the gentleman to un- 


| put their own construction upon them, but unless 


|| the rule be rescinded the gentleman cannot proceed 


| by unanimous consent. I object. 





king the representation which the gentleman from 

Ohio, on my right, [Mr Grppines,] has impliedly | 

made. 
Mr. KING of New York, (interposing). Will | 

ee eth allow me to ask hima question? | 
Mr. 


ASHMUN. No; not till I have answered | 


the question of the gentleman from Ohio. 


communication passed between the two caucuses? | 

Mr. GIDDINGS (to Mr. Kine.) I will take | 
care of that. 

Mr. STANLY (to Mr. Kine.) None of which 
anybody on this side will blush when it is brought 
before the House. 

Mr. ASHMUN still retained the floor, and was 
about to proceed, when— 

Mr. TOOMBS rose and called the 
from Massachusetts to order, claiming that under | 
the rule of the House no discussion was allowable, | 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, appealed to the 
gentleman from Georgia, to allow the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to make what he (Mr. 8S.) 
supposed to be a statement of what was done by | 
the two parties last evening. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have no objection to hear the 
gentleman, if the rule be rescinded. I believe the 
tule to be wrong; but it seems to be used whenever 
it suits the convenience of a majority here, and 
to be evaded whenever they wish. I go for fair 
play for the gentleman from Ohio, and for all 
others—for a free fight and fair play. Vote down 
your resolution, and give every gentleman an op- 
portunity to speak; but while the rule stands, en- 


entleman || 


Mr. ASHMUN. 
member of the House knows, t 
inquiry was put there was no objection, and until 
| I got some way in my answer there was no objec- 
tion. 


represented has taken place. I was present at the 
tion was there made, and no such thing suggested; 
and I do not believe that any such proposition was 
made or suggested by the 
was not there. 


men—three from the slave States and three from 


confer with a similar committee to be appointed on 
the part of the Democratic caucus, upon a just and 
fair mode of organizing this House. These, sir, 
were the terms of the resolution. 
nothing has been.done. This was communicated 





House can state. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. 
| tion to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 


portion of the basis of that arrangement? 





force it impartially. i 

Mr. BURT. With the permission of the hon- 
orable gentleman from Massachusetts, I move 
that the resolution in question be rescinded. 

Cries of assent and dissent. ] 

he Clerk (to Mr. Asumun.) Does the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts yield the floor to the 
gentleman from South Carolina? 

Mr. ASHMUN. I do not yield. 

P BOWLIN. I offer a resolution to that 
effect. 

[A voice: “You have not got the floor to do it.” 

Mr. ASHMUN. I do not yield. 

Mr. BOWLIN. Let it be read. 

Mr. ASHMUN pocated An inquiry (said 
he) was permitted by the House to be made to 
me, and the unanimous consent was given that I 
should answer that inquiry; and [ am now pro- 
ceeding to do so under the unanimous consent, and 
not in vielation of the rule of the House. I am 
merely about to answer the inquiry. I am not 
"Me. TOOMBS. I 

r. I f insist upon the point of 
order—that any remarks of the wena are 
against the rule adopted by this body. ‘ 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose to a question 

of order. The gentleman’s first inquiry, he said, 

| and the ny of the gentleman from Massachu- 
aimed, were made by universal con- 

sent. I now object to any further conversation. | 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I have put the question by 
unanimous consent, and in the name of my con- 


setts, it is c 


stituents and the country, I demand an answer. 


Mr. EVANS. I insist upon the point of order. 


Cries of ‘** Go on.’’] 
r. KING, of New York. 





|| of order raised by Mr. Evans. T 


from Massachusetts, he said, having m 





the gentleman from Maryland 











The question was taken, and the Crerk stated 
| that without a division he thought the ayes had it. 


| the eg 4 
No division being called for, the question was | t 


uestion. I am || 


en Pp - 1- || merely, by the genera! consent and courtesy of the | 
cus) a proposition to divide the offices of this || 


I object. | 


I can only says what every || 
nat when the | 


I was about to state, that, as far as I know, noth- || 


é || ing of what the gentleman from Ohio impliedly 
Mr. KING. I want to ask whether any written i 


emocratic caucus. I | 


I will state that at the Whig caucus a resolution || 
was adopted, by which a committee of six gentle- | 


the free States—was appointed, with authority to i. | : 
|| six members of the Democratic party, to confer with the 


to the Democratic caucus; and whether they 
|| assented to it, gentlemen on the other side of the 
I have now stated all the facts, | 
and the House and the country can judge whether | 
there is the slightest foundation or justification for | 
the implication made : the gentleman from Ohio. || 

want to put another ques- 
I wish 
to know whether the existence of slavery in the 
Territories of the United States constitutes any | 








I desire to kgow 
whether these communications were in writing? 
and if’so, I ask that they be produced to the House. 
The Crerx stated the question ~ ey the point | 

e gentleman 


|| question is. 
| . Mr. 
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Mr. GIDDINGS. 
gentleman from Massachusetts, in the most re- 
| Spectful manner, whegher the existence of slavery 

in any Territory of the United States constitutes 
any portion of the basis of this arrangement be- 
| tween the two parties ? 


I make the inquiry of the 


Mr. ASHMUN. 


f answer the gentleman’s in- 


| quiry in the most free and frank manner. Neither 


that or any other question entered, so far as | know, 


| into the thoughts of gentlemen composing the 


meeting which passed the resolution; or at any rate 


|| entered into the basis of the proposed arrangement, 


the terms of which are in writing,-1 tell the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Kine,] and | hope 
ondence may be produced —— 

Mr. KING, (in his seat.) Certainly—I hope so. 

Mr. ASHMUN, (continuing.) In orderto show 
that the intimagion of the gentleman from Ohio is 
without the slightest foundation in fact. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Now I want to see the 
writing. 

Mr. STANTON of Kentucky. [If it is the de- 
sire of the House that the correspondence be read, 
I hold it in my hand and will read it. 

[Cries of ** Read, read.”] 

The paper was sent up to the Clerk’s desk to 
be read. 

Before the reading commenced — 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose, and said he 
wished it to be understood by the House and the 


| country, that nothing at all had been agreed upon 
| between the two parties; that it was merely a 
1 matter for consideration. 


The correspondence was then read, as follows: 


** Resolved, That the members of the Whig party propnse 


' tothe members of the Democratic party the appointment 


of a committee of six gentlemen, to meet a committee of the 


Whig caucus, and. 1 know-that no such proposi- | same number on the part of the Whig party, to consult upon 
, | 


and report to their respective meetings a mode of definitive 


| organization of the House of Representatives, upon just and 
| fair prineiples, and that Messrs. Wurre of New York, Con- 


RAD Of Louisiana, Breck of Kentucky Vinton of Ohio, 
Stranty of North Carolina, and Asumun of Massachusetts, 
be the committee on the part of the Whigs. 
* Attest: SAMUEL F. VINTON, 
“« Chairman of Whig Meeting. 
“James Brooks, Secretary.” 


a Resolved, That the chairman of this meeting appoint 


committee appointed by the Whig meeting, and report the 
result of their conference to a meeting of the Democratic 


|| party, to be ireld in this Hail on to-morrow night. 


Beyond this, | 


“ Committee—Messrs. Stanton of Tennessee, Tuomp- 
son Of Pennsylvania, Bayty of Virginia, McCLernanp of 


| Illinois, Harris of Alabama, Porrer of Ohio. 


* Attest: J. THOMPSON, 


* Chairman of Democratic Meeting. 
“R. H. Stanton, Secretary.” 
The reading was concluded amid roars of laugh- 
ter from both sides of the House. 
A brief pause followed, which was broken by 


|| cries of ** Call the roll.’’ 


Mr. ROOT rose and said, he wished to make a 


| suggestion to the House—— 


{Loud and long-continued cries of ‘Call the 
roll”—amid which Mr. Root remained calmly 


| upon his feet, occasionally addressing ‘Mr. 
| Clerk,” and as often greeted with “‘ Call the roll’’ 
| and merriment. ] 

'| Order having been partially restored— 


Mr. ROOT (again addressing the Clerk) said: 


‘| You won’t call the roll for a few moments: I trust 
|| you have too much respect for me. 
|| gest to gentlemen that they ought not to be in 
|| any great hurry to “call the roll.” I do not see 
|| what is to be gained by it. 


I barely sug- 


You had better wait 
for your joint committee to report. How can 
you vote advisedly without that report? Weread 


|| that * the ox knowéth his owner, and the ass his 


| master’s crib;”” but for the last fourteen days we 


|| have had a great many stray animals. here who 

eastate- | know neither master nor crib. 

ment, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gippives] | 

proceeded to make a second inquiry; upon which 
(Mr. Evans] raises 

the question of order that the gentleman from Ohio 

has no right to ey further interrogatories to the 


| Mr. STANLY, (interposing.) I rise to a point 
of order. The gentlcman from Ohio is certainly 
| about to debate the question; and—— 

Mr. ROOT. No; I do not know what the 
Laughter.] 


STANLY. Then the gentleman is about 


gentleman from Massachusetts. Is the House / ‘ , ; 
ready for the question? || to debate with no question; which is certainly out 
The question was taken and decided in the | of order. : ; 
affirmative. ' Mr. ROOT. I will atate a question, which, I 
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or eel Pt ned La 











a a 


think, will be in order. I think you may as well 


rescind the resolution, and let this matter be dis- | 


cuased, 

Mr. VAN DYKE. I call the gentleman to 
order. He has no more right to debate a resolu- 
tion to rescind the resolution of the 14th instant, 
thin to debate any otfer resolution. 1 understand 


the gentleman now to offer, substantially a resolu- | 


tion that the resolution of the 14th be rescinded. 
Such a resolution is not debatable. 
tleman to order. 
Mr. ROOT. 
lution. 
speak. 
Mr. VAN DYKE. 


order. 

Mr. BOWLIN. I believe I sent up to the Clerk 
a resolution to that effect. 

Mr. ROOT. Ihave the floor. 
resolution, and offer it on my own responsibility, 

Mr. BOWLIN. I adhere to the resolution, and 
offer it myself. 

Mr. ROOT claimed the floor, and insisted upon 
his motion to rescind; which, he said, he believed 
was equivalent toa resolution; atany rate, he could 
put the motion in writing at any time. 

Mr. STANLY requested the Cierx to put the 

uestion of order, whether the gentleman from 
Ohio {Mr. Root] should be allowed to proceed. 
The gentleman (he said) was about to arraign the 
conduct of gentlemen on both sides of the House, 
in their efforts to organize. 

Mr. ROOT made a remark in reply, which was 
lost to the reporter. 

The Crerk stated the question of order. The 
gentleman from Ohio (he said) had made a mo- 
tion to rescind the resolution of the 14th instant, 
and after doing that, was proceeding with remarks 
in which he was called to order by the gentleman 
from North Carolina. The question was, whether 
the gentleman from Ohio was in order in proceed- 
ing with remarks? 

r. BOWLIN rose to a question of order, and 
called to the notice of the Crerx and the House 
the fact, that he (Mr. B.) had offered a resolution 
to rescind the rule before the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Roor] had got the floor. 

Mr. ROOT. Will the gentleman from Missouri 
allow me to correct him as to a miatter of fact? 
The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Asn- 
mun} had the floor, and did not give way to the 
gentieman from Missouri to offer a resolution. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Is not the question of order 
debatable 

The Cuzrx. That is, for the House to deter- 
mine. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
question of order. 
of order, 

Mr. VAN DYKE. I call the gentleman to or- 


der. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I wish to say to the gentle- 
men, that he cannot pile questions of order upon 
questions of order. 

Mr. ROOT (to Mr. Van Dyke.) You cannot 


do it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Ihave the floor. I am go- 
ing to discuss the question of order, and to show 
that my colleague (Mr. Root] has the right to 
goon to give the reasons why he is in favor of 
rescinding the rule. 

Mr. VAN DYKE. I call the gentleman to or- 


der. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I will keep strictly in order. 
I shall go on to state the reasons why my col- 
langnse should be allowed to proceed. 

re. VAN DYKE. The gentleman will be in- 
at every step, then. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. It matters very little, sir. I 
can talk, if the gentleman talks at the same ume. 
My colleague—— 

r. VAN DYKE. I call the gentleman to 


order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, My colleague offered to 
show the reasons why the resolution adopted on 
the 14th instant should be rescinded. He was 
ealled to order—— 

[Mr. G. was here interrupted for some minutes, 
by calls to order from various parts of the House. 
After they had partially subsided—] 

L rise to debate the question of order (saic he.) 
I stand by the rules of order. I intera to debate 
the question of order, and gentlemen may cry 
“order? till they are hoarse. They will not de- 

as 


That is the question to which I intend to 


I call the gentleman to 


I have the floor upon the 
I intend to debate the question 


I call the gen- | 


I have moved to rescind that reso- | 


as no authority under the Parliamentary law— 


* and there is no other law at present for the govern- 


| 


I will adopt the | 


| 


it 
| 





| confusion.] 


| [Mr. Vaw Dyke] called the gentleman from Ohio | 


| do so. 


| shall exercise that right whenever the gentleman | 


| Mr. Gippines to proceed; which being taken, was 
_ decided in the negative. 


| 











ment of thig House—to deprive my colleague of 
his right to show why that resolution should be 


| rescinded, and no man has the right to stop his 


mouth—— 
Mr. VAN DYKE, (interrupting.) I call the | 


gentleman to order, and I ask the House to decide 
the question. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. And prevent him from show- 
ing the reasons why the resolution should be 
rescinded. 

[Cries of ** Put the question to the House,” and 

The Cierx. The gentleman from New Jersey | 
{Mr. Gippinas] to order. 

Mr. GiDDINGS. Yes; but he had no right to 

Mr. VAN DYKE. I have, at all times; and I 
violates the rules of order. | 

The CLerx propounded the question of leave to 


So leave was refused. 4 

Mr. Gropines resumed his seat, with the re- | 
mark that this was not the first time he had been 
choked down on this floor. 

The Crerx. The question recurs on the point 
of order, whether the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Root,]} im making the motion to rescind the reso- 





| lution adopted on the 14th instant, and to debate 


that motion, is out of order? 

Mr. GIDDINGS called the yeas and nays on 
that question. 

Mr. MASON inquired whether the question 
was as to the right of the gentleman from Ohio to 
offer his resolution, or to debate it? 

The Crerx. As to the right of the gentleman 
to debate. 

Mr. ROOT renewed the demand of Mr. Gip- 
pings for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered; and the 
question being taken, was decided in the negative. 

So leave was refused to Mr. Roor to proceed 
in his remarks. 

Mr. FOWLER inquired what was the question 
now before the House. . 

The Crierx replied that it was on the motion to 
rescind the rule adopted on the 14th instant. 

The question was then taken on the motion of | 
Mr. Roor and decided in the negative—yeas 90, 
nays 130—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashe, Baker, Bingham, Bocock, 
Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, A. G. Brown, Buel, Burt, E. C. 
Cabell, J. Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Campbell, Carter, Cleve- 
land, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Cole, Crowell, 
Disney, Duer, Durkee, Edmundson, Fitch, Giddings, Green, 
Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, 8. W. Harris, T. L. Harris, 
Hilliard, Holliday, Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Inge, 
A, Johnson, R,. W. Johnson, Jones, P.-King, La Sere, 
Levin, Littlefield, H. Mann, Mason, . M. McLane, Mc- 
Mullen, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meade, Millson, Morse, Mor- 
ton, Nes, Olds, Orr, Owen, Phelps, Potter, Richardson, 
Robinson, Reot, Ross, Sackett, Savage, Schenek, Seddon, 
Spalding, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, T. 


| Stevens, Stetson, Sweetzer, Thomas, Jaeoh Thompson, 


Toombs, Tuck, Venable Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, 
Wilmot, Wood, and Woodward—90. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Ashmun, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bennett, Bissell, 
Bowie, Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, William J. Brown, 
Burrows, Chester Butler,*Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Howell Cobb, 


| Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Dim- 
| mick, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Dunham, Alexander 


Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fowler, Freediey, Fuller, Gerry, 
Gilmore, Goodenow, German, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hack- 
ett, Hall, Hatloway, Hamilton, Hammond, Hampton, Isham 
G. Harris, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hoag- 
land, Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kaufinan, Kerr, Daniel 
F. Ring, George G. King, James G. King, Jonn A. King, 
Leffler, Job Mann, Marshall, Matteson, MeClernand, Mc- 
Dowell, McKissoek, McLanahan, F. E. McLean, Meacham, 
Miller, Moore, Morehead, Morris, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, 
Otis, Outlaw, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phenix, Pitman, 
Powell, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Rock- 
well, Rose, Rumsey, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Shepherd, Silvester, Sprague, Stanty, Strong, Taylor, James 
Thompson, John B. Thompson, William Thompson, Thur- 
man, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wilson, Winthrop, 
and Young—130. 


So the House decided that the resolution of the 
14th instant should not be rescinded. 
[Cries: ** Call the roll.’’] 
THE SPEAKERSHIP. 


Mr. ALBERTSON sent to the Clerk’s table the 
following resolution, which was read: 





Resolved, That James McDowe1t, of Virgini 
be is hereby chosen Speaker pro tem., and tt be and 


his assuming the chair, the House will eed oo 
election of Clerk, ant-at-Anns, Doorkeeper the 
Postmaster; and u e election of those office; and 


House will proceed to vote fora permanent Spe =F ie 
will continue so to vote, from day to day, tintit a pet 
nent Speaker shail be elected. And, in the mean tine. 


said tem Speaker shall not appoint any con te 
behalf otihe Twens, nor shall the House itself ele ae a 
entertain any petition, bill, or proposition whatever. 1..." 


ing to legislation, until such permanent Speaker shall ond 


been duly elected. 

The yeas and nays wereasked. 

Mr. WOOD said he believed that it was out of 
order to offer the resolution. He moved that it he 
laid upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

The reading of the resolution was called for 
and it was again read. ; 

‘The question, “ Shall this resolution be laid on the 
table?”” was then taken, and decided in the affirma. 
tive, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson 
Ashmun, Averett, Baker, Bay, Bayly, Bennett, Bokee, Booth’ 
Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Burt, C, Butler 


| T. B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, Caivin, Campber; 


Carter, Casey, Chandier, Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Col 
Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixo,’ 
Doty, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, A. Evans, N. Evans, Fowler, 
Freedley, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Ha) 
loway, Hampton, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Holliday 
Holmes, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, J. L. Johnson, Julian, 
Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G, King, James G. King, Jobn 
A. King, Preston King, H. Mann, Marshall, Matteson, Me. 
Dowell, McGaughey, McKissock, F. E. McLean, Meacham 
Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, 
Outlaw, Owen, Peck, Phenix, Pitman, Powell, Putnam. 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey. 
Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Seddon. 
Shepherd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Ste. 
ens, T. Stevens, Tayior, John B. Thompson, Thurman 
‘uck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wallace, Watkins, 
White, Williams, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, and 
Woodward—127. Ns ; 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Beale, Bingham, 
Bissell, Bocoek, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
Buel, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Howell Cobb, W. 
R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Dimmiek, Disney, Dunham, 
Edmundson, Ewing, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gonnan, 
Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Har- 
lan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, Hibbard, Hoagland, Houston, 
Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Jolinson, Jones, 
Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Levin, Littlefield, Job Mann, 
Mason, MecClernand, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, 
McMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, 
Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, F. 
P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweeizer, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Willian 
Thompson, Toombs, Walden, Waldo, Wellborn, Weut- 
worth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Young—94. 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 


[{Cries: “ Call the roll.’”] 

Mr. LEVIN roge and was understood to refer 
to the fact that a committee had been appointed to 
cenfer upon a mode of organizing the House. 

Mr. ROOT rose and called the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Levin] to order. 

Mr. LEVIN said he had risen to submit a mo- 
tion that the House adjourn, for the purpose of 
enabling the committee of conference to meet and 
report 

r. ROOT called the gentleman to order. 

Cries: ‘* Call the roll.’3] 

r. LEVIN. I move that the House adjourn 
until to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 

The Cierx stated the question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Levin of 
Pennsylvania and Bowpon of Alabama were ap- 

inted. 

And the quéstion was then taken, and decided 
in the negative—ayes 74, noes 84. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Cries: ‘* Call the roll.””} 

r. WOODWARD rose and said that it must 
be ee that _ House mer not elect a 
Speaker for many days, if at all. 

or: ** Call The roll.’?] 

r. WOODWARD, (continuing.) I therefore 
move that when this House adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet at twelve o’clock on Monday next. 

The Cuerk stated the question. 

Mr ROOT demanded the yeas and nays, remark- 
ing, let us see who wishes to waste the time in this 


way. 
(Laugier, and calls to order.] 
r. WOODWARD withdrew his motion. 
Mr. JONES renewed it. 
The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 
Mr. JONES withdrew his motion. ; 
Mr. BOWDON moved that the House adjourt 
until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock. 
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Mr. JONES rose to a point of order. He sub- 
mitted that the motion of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama (Mr. Bowpon] was not in order, because 
there had been no intervening action between that 
and a similar motion made by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Levin.]} 

The Crerx stated the point of order, and put 
the question to the House, ‘ Is the motion to ad- 
journ in order ”. 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
negative without a division. ; 

So the House decided that the motion to adjourn 
was not in order. 

{Cries all over the House: ‘* Call the roll.’’] 


THE SPEAKERSHIP. 


The House again proceeded to vote vivd voce for 

the election of Speaker. 
.fMessrs. Venasie of North Carolina, Henry of 
Vermont, Gorman of Indiana, and Newer of 
New Jersey, resumed their seats at the Clerk’s 
table as tellers to count the vote. 

The roll was then called the fifty-ninth time, 
when the tellers reported that the whole number 
of votes given was 218; necessary to a choice 110; 
of which— 

Mr. Stanly received.....cesseeeseeeeses 10 

Mr. McClernand.......ccccccscccceces DO 

Mr. Boyd ...-..ccecccsecccscecesecess 20 

De Pcwcnbent cca ene ocecks an anate, Oe 

Mr. WMG. os aos coc Ge ce kae ace 13 

Mr, Wilmot....... 

DRE WRITE: acospes peur spee cee gs tee acts 

Mr. E. C. Cabell..........0.- 

MEE, PIOUIOEL 3.5 0,6 6o.6 4 bases change eats 

BO SEs En oo 4 6-30 pcs cWhe cos eceetec 

Mr. McDowell. ...ccccccccsecssscccecs 

Mr. T. Stevens .......+. 

|, a ee ee 

Mr. R. M. McLane.......cccccesccces 

TEE, MPOTENONES wos cceeccoececcsritie 

BEE, DORN enone cc ec osccastececcseucess 

PUR SOME noc cen pepe deneebe ccatevacas 

PET, COMERE os ccccccsbecececescccspecs 

Mr. R. W. Johnson... ..cccccccccscces 

Mr. McGaughey... ..-ccscessceccawees 

Bl: MAME 6.0.5 00 0 van 09.0095 cos bece ciese 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Stanly—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, 
Deberry, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Freedley, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, 
Hay, Haymond, Henry, Houston, James L. Johnson, Kerr, 
Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, Johu A. 
King, Levin, Marshall, Matteson, MeKissock, Finis E. 
McLean, Moore, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Phenix, Pitman, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, 
Rumsey, Schenck Sehermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepherd, 
Silvester, Taylor, Jotun B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, 
yas Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Win- 

mop, 

lor Mr. McClernand—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Wm. 
J. Brown, Joseph Cable, H. Cobb, Disney, Dunham, Ewing, 
Fitch, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Hail, Hamilton, Thos. L, 
Harris, Hoagiand, Holmes, Kaufinan, Leftier, Littlefield, J. 
Mann, McDowell, R. M. McLane, MeMullen, Mc Willie, 
Miller, Millson, Masris, Olds, Parker, Phelps, Potter, Rob- 
bins, Robinson, Savage, Sawtelle, Sweetzer, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson; James Thompson,Wm. ‘Thompson, Whittlesey, 
and Young. 

Por Mr. Boyd —Mesers Bowdon, Burt, Gemge A. Cald- 
well, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Hackett, Haralson, 
Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Holli- 
day, Howard, Robert W. Johnson, La Sére, Mason, MeLan- 
ahan, McQueen, Morse, Powell, Ross, Seddon, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Venable, Wallace, Weil- 
bom, and Woodward. 

For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. t, Fowler, Goodenow, 
Gott, Hebard, Jackson, Meacham, Nes, Putnam, Spalding, 
Spragne, Stanly, and Thaddeus Stevens. 

For Mr. Wilmot—Mesers. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, Ju- 
lian, P. King, Root, and Tuck. 

For Mr. Bowie—Mxr. Alston. 

For Mr. Howell Cobb—Messrs. Averett and Jones. 

For Mr. Strong—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Cleveland, 

oty, Harlan, Hibbard, Peaslee, Peck, Stetson, Walden, 
Waldo, Wentworth, Wildrick, Wilmot, and Carter. 

For Mr, Miller—Mexsrs. Bocock, Green, Andrew John- 
son, McClernand, Meade, and Orr. 

For Mr. R. M. McLane—Mr. Buel. 

For Mr. Morehead—Mr. E. C. Cabell. 

For Mr. Schenck—Messrs. Campbell, Crowell, and Hun- 


r. 
For Mr. E. C. Cabell—Messrs. Cli an, Hilliard, Mor- 
ton, Owens, A. H. Stephens, and ‘Toombs.’ : 

For Mr. MeDowell— Messrs. Edmundson and Strong. 

For Mr. Beaie—Mr. Faller. 

For Mr. Potter—Mr. Hammond. 

Por Mr. T. Stevens—Messrs. Howe and Horace Mann. 

For Mr. Conrad—Mr. Morehead. 

For Mc. R. W. Johnson-—-Mr. Richardson. 


THE CONGR 
















| point. 
| Mr. FOWLER asked the yeas and nays on 
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For Mr. McGaughey—Mr. Sackett. 
For Mr. Carter—Mr. Wood. 
No choice. 


Mr. LEVIN moved that the House adjourn | 
until to-morrow, at twelve o'clock. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next, at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. ROOT asked the yeas and nays on the mo- | 
tion; and, whilst it was yet in doubt whether they 
were ordered or not— 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew the motion, and sub- 
stituted for it a motion that the House adjourn 
until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. E. C. CABELL renewed the motion that | 
the House adjourn until Monday next, at twelve 
o’clock. Mr. C. remarked, that he made the mo- 
tion because the House was doing no business. 
He had business to attend to for his constituents 
at the departments, and he thought his time would 
be better occupied in that way than in sitting here 
doing nothing. 

{Cries: “Go on with the call of the yeas and 





ee | 
Mr. STANTON rose to a question of order. || 
He submitted that the yeas and nays had been 
ordered on the motion of the gentleman from 
Arkansas, [Mr. Jounson.] That motion had been || 
withdrawn, and the yeas and nays had not been | 
ordered on the motion of the gentleman from Flor- | 
ida, [Mr. CaBe.t.] 

Some conversation followed between Mr. Sre- 
pHens of Georgia and the Cierk, on the same 


the motion of the gentleman from Florida, [Mr. 
CaBELL.] 
Tellers were ordered on the call for the yeas | 
and nays; and Messrs. Levin of Pennsylvania || 
and Jounson of Arkansas were appointed. 
And the question having been taken, the vote | 
stood—in favor of the yeas and nays 39, against || 
them 100. 
So, one-fifth of the members voting having voted || 
in the affirmative, the yeas and nays were ordered. 
And the question, ‘* Will this House adjourn 
until Monday next at twelve o’clock?’’ was then 
taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 54, nays | 
149. 1] 
So the House refused to adjourn over to Mon- || 
day next. 
And then, on motion of Mr. VENABLE, the | 
House adjourned until to-morrow at twelve o’clock., | 


IN SENATE. | 
Tuurspay, December 20, 1849. \ 
The Journal having been read— 


PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR. 
The VICE PRESIDENT stated that the first | 


business before the Senate was the consideration 
of the following resolution, submitted yesterday by | 
the Senator from Wisconsin, and laid over under 
the rule: || 


Resolved, That the Rev. Tneosatp Matuew be permit- || 
ted to sit within the bar of the Senate during the period of 
his sojourn in Washington. 


The question being stated upon the resolution— | 
Mr. CLEMENS rose and said : I objected yes- || 
terday, sir, fo the adoption of that resolution, and || 





' 


' 
| 
i 
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shall, therefore, vote against the resolution now, 

as | objected to it yesterday. It was in his power 

to reply to the charges, but he refused to do so. 
Mr. CLAY. Mr, President, I confess that I 


'| have heard with great regret this opposition made 
| tothe adoption of that resolution. 


It is a very 
small affair; a compliment, which cannot be very 
highly appreciated, in some of its aspects, to the 
reverend person who is named in that resolution. 


| But, sir, in the litile affairs of human life, whether 
| social or national, | have found that courtesies, 


kindness, and small attentions, are often received 


| with more grateful feelings than those of a more 
| substantial character. 


We often appreciate more 
the picayunes than we do the double eagles, in the 


| currency of social and human life. 


Perhaps, sir, it was hardly necessary to have 


prempie this resolution; but it has been offered. 


understand that, according to the usage of the 


| Senate, any member may introduce into the lobby 


any distinguished pon whom he thinks proper 
to introduce. I had understood that to be the rule: 


| perhaps I am mistaken; but, be that as it may, I 
|| think, sir, that that resolution is an homage to 


humanity, to philanthropy, to virtue ; that itis a 


| merited tribute to a man who has achieved a great 


social revolution—a revolution in which there has 
been no bloodshed, no desolation inflicted, no tears 
of widows and orphans extracted ; and one of the 


| greatest which has been achieved by any of the 
|| benefactors of mankind. 


Sir, it is a compliment 


| due from the Senate, small as it may be; and ‘pe 
H it in all seriousness, in a spirit of the most perfect 
| kindness, to the honorable Senator from Alabama, 
| whether this pushing the subject of slavery in ite 
|| collateral and remote branches upon all possible 


occasions that may arise during our deliberations 
in this body, is not impolitic, unwise, and inju- 
rious to the stability of the yery institution which 


|| [ have no doubt the honorable gentleman would 


uphold. 
Sir, | have seen something in the papers upon 


| this subject of Father Mathew’s having expressed 


some opinions years ago, in Ireland, upon the sub- 
ject of slavery. I have seen, on the other hand, 
when he came to this country, and got a nearer 


| and more accurate understanding of the state of 
| things, he refused to lend himseif to the cause of 


northern abolitionists; and in consequence of that 
refusal, incurred their severest animadversions. 
But whether that had occurred or not, in reference 
to other causes and other motives, | submit it te 
the candor of the honorable Senator whether it is 


| prudent, right, just, and proper to refuse a compli- 


ment which, I venture to say, the hearts of all 
mankind accord to this distinguished foreigner ; & 
compliment no less due to him for his great services 


| in the cause of humanity, than it is due to him as 
, an Trish pent 


Mr. SEWARD. I think, sir, that men often 
disagree in regard to the merit of the living, but 
seldom differ in regard to the merits of the dead. 


This Capitol, its halls, its chambers, and its 


grounds, are filled with statuary, memorials of the 
illustrious benefactors of mankind, of other na- 
tions as well as of our own; and these memorials 
are looked upon with pleasure and satisfaction by 
all the living. But there is a painful reflection 
that occurs to us when we raise these monuments 
to the dead. They can convey no encouragement 


it would have been better, perhaps, for me to have i to the benefactor in the prosecution of his philan- 
explained to the Senate the reasons which gov- || thropic enterprises. They convey to him no sym- 


erned my conduct. 


But I was then engaged upon |, pathy in the sufferings which he endures. 


The 


other matters, and I now take the opportunity to |Presolution before the Senate presents a very differ- 
explain what I should then have said. *l object to | ent occasion—an occasion in which we can, with- 
the passage of this resolution, because the individ- | out danger of error, recognize a public benefactor 
ual to whom it refers has been charged with de- || —a benefactor of mankind; and in which the 


nouncing one portion of this Confederacy as little | homage which is offered is unalloyed by the pain- 


better than a band of lawless pirates. 
it, because he has been charged with addressing | 
an appeal to the people of this country, calli 
upon them to carry on a warfare against the insti- | 
tutions of the South; and when he was addressed | 
respecting id matter by the chief temperance soci- 
eties in the State of Alabama, he refused to answer, 
or at least refused to permit that answer to go 
before the public. Under these circumstances, I 
do not feel, sir, that, so far as my action may go, 
I could permit a resolution of that sort to pass. 

I do not, sir, believe slavery to be a sin; and if 
it isa sin, it is one with which a foreigner has no 
business to interfere. If I listen to the animadver- 
sions of the people of sister States with good tem- 
per, surely it is all that can be asked of me. I 


tt | 


| 


I object to. || ful reflection that marble cannot hear and cannot 


feel. 

I need no argument to be addressed to me, sity 
to convince me that it is unnecessary to establish 
any connection between this illustrious benefactor 
of the human race and our own country, in order 
to entitle him to the compliment which it is pro- 
posed to offer him, because I regard the interests 
of the American nation as the interests of humani- 
ty; and whoever, in any part of the globe, has 
relieved the condition of can eg of the human 
race, | look upon as entitled to the approbation 


and the gratitude of the American nation. 

I have said that. there was no danger of error. 
A nation, a race, interesting from consanguinity— 
interesting by a thousand ticee—finds its virtues 
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increased, and the condition of i 
ted, By the labors of Theobald Where 
among the living do we find a man whose works 
of benevolence have so splendidly and gloriously 
followed him? 

Mr. President, I should join in this homage—in 
this act of reverence—as an act of reverence to 
virtue alone, if no other reason was offered; but I 
must say with all freedom, and trust that the free- 
dom will be conceded to me as I concede it to 
others, that since it is objected that this act of re- | 
spect shall not be allowed, because of the particular | 
opinions of the person who is the subject of it, in | 
regard to slavery, | must be allowed to say, with 
all respect, that | hope thé American Senate will 
give evidence, by the unanimity with which they 
pass this resolution, of this sentiment—which is | 
almost unanimous, | believe, amongst us—that if | 
slavery be an error, if it be a crime, if it be a sin, | 
we deplore its existence among us, and deny the | 
responsibility of its introduction here; and, there- 
fore, that we shall not withhold from virtue the 
meed which is its due, because it happens to be 
combined in the person of one who exhibits not 
more a, devotion to virtue than to the rights of 
man, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I am glad to hear 
the Senator from New York [Mr. Sewarp] place 
this movement upon a distinct basis—to know that 
it is advocated because of the opinions in relation 
to domestic slavery, which are ascribed to the in- 
dividua! named in the resolution. 
glad to hear that now avowed. 

For years past we have seen our fraternity dis- 
turbed, our country torn by domestic contention; 
even now we see our Government seriously embar- | 
rassed by a dissension, the seeds of which were 
sown by British emissaries, who assumed the false 
pretext of philanthropy to mask their unholy de- | 
signs to kindle the fires of civil war among the | 
United States. There was a time, sir, when an | 
American feeling pervaded and ruled in this coun- | 
try; when every man worthy to be descended from | 
the sires of our Revolution, repulsed with loathing | 
and scorn the foreign emissary who attempted to 
distract our nationality. 
of general policy and common interest would they 
permit the interterence of others. 


Has this passed away? Now, when it requires’ | 


Not even on questions | 


ts people ameliora- || intimates, those opinions in relation to African 
Mathew. : 


| a change, why was not such change avowed when 


Yes, sir, 1 am || 


all the forbearance of brotherhood to allay excite- | 
ment, to calm irritation, to prevent pent-up feeling | 


from bursting into strife, are we not only to per- 
mit, but to welcome, the intrusion of the stranger 


into the most delicate domestic question which has | 


ever threatened the peace and safety of our Con- | 
Degenerate and unworthy of the sires | 


federacy? 
from whom we derive our institutions and our 
union must that son be, who can thus court for- 
eign interference, and grasp the hand in fellow- 
ship with which he expects to scatter over our land 
the seeds of a new and most mischievous species 
of domestic discord. 


Sir, | have no wish to depreciate the labors or | 
to contest the merits of him whose name is identi- | 


fied with the beneficent cause of temperance 
reformation. The good he has done to a portion 
of our race deserves the thanks of mankind. The 


heart pays.a willing tribute to the benevolence of |. 
a labor like his; and who has got rejoiced in the 


happy influence his mission has exercised over 
his unfortunate countrymen? Could it devolve 


upon the Senate to decide either of these points, | 


. 


there would, I suppose, be but little difference of 
Opinion among us. But it would not thence follow, 
that as a department of this Government we should 
give testimonial of our approbation and accord- 
ance. Still less can this be claimed for the reason 
urged by the Senator from New York. 

Thus presented, the question is, whether the 
United States Senate, partly composed of those 
who represent a slaveholding constituency, shall 
vote an extraordinary compliment to one known 
as the ally of Daniel O’Connell in his attempt to 
incite the Irishmen, naturalized citizens of the 
United States, to unite as a body with the abo- 
litionists in their nefarious designs against the 
peace, the property, and the constitutional rights 
of the southern States. An act of such obtrusive 
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opinions so offensive, an attempt so mischievous, 
requires something more than a temporary silence 
to justify the unprecedented compliment which is 
claimed at our hands. 

if, as the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Crayv] 





WS ii ve a Ske PRA ee, 














| 





interference in our domestic affairs, a declaration of || that the introduction of this subject on every occa- 








| lanthropist connected with the temperance reform. 













































| slavery as it exists in this country have undergone 


an opportunity was kindly offered, as has been 
stated by the Senator from Alabama? A refusal 
to do so, under the circumstances connected with 
it, could not fail to have an injurious effect upon 
what is recognized as the great object of his visit, 
,and is, therefore, conclusive against the supposi- 
tion of such a change having occurred. hen 
opinions are gratuitously thrown before the world, 
it is our right to note them, and, if mischievous, 
our duty to remember them; this is not to probe 
rivate sentiments, but is to see that which is laid 
efore us. 

In the present case exceptions have been taken 
not to the opinions of ‘‘ Father Mathew”’’ on the 
subject of slavery, but to his conduct in attempting 
to instigate his countrymen, naturalized among us, 
to join in a crusade against institutions of their adopt- 
edcountry. Why, if he came purely as a mission- 
ary in the cause of temperance, should he have 
hesitated to disavow any purpose to interfere with 
the political relations of any portion of our citi- 
zens, or to assail any of the domestic institutions 
of our country? This was necessary, not to assure 
us against any supposed danger from his influence 
—our confidence in the allegiance of our citizens 
, gave full security against that—but was necessary 

to justify the attentions and courtesy which it was 
| desired to offer. In default of such disavowals, 
under answers which are said to have been evasive, 
and with such advocacy as we have just heard, his 
attitude is that of one who comes covertly asa 
wolf in sheep’s clothing; and I hold the Senator 
from’ New York tobe the very best authority on 
that subject. 

Mr. President, in opposing this resolution I wish 
it to be distinctly understood, that I yield all which 
has been claimed for the success of ‘‘ Father 
Mathew”’ to the cause of temperance in Ireland; 
and certainly abate nothing of respect and sympa- 
thy because of his clerical character and the land 
of his nativity. If either one or the other had led 
me into error, it would have been that of compli- 
ance, not resistance. Irishmen not allied with 
O’Connell and abolitionism, take in my sympathies 
the next place to our brethren; but this feeling is 
not sufficient to give a controlling influence to the 
mere name of “Irish patriot.”” My first duty, my 
nearest ties, are at home; and I, will say of the 
horde of abolitionists, foreign and domestic, that 
if I had the power to exclude them all from this 
Chamber, | would not hesitate a moment to do it. 

Mr. WALKER. As the introducer of that 
resolution, it is proper for me to give some ex- 
pression of the motives which actuated me in 
doing it. I assure you, sir, and the Senate, that I 
looked to the reverend gentleman named in the 
resolution, in no other capacity than that of a phi- 


| 1 did not, for a moment, take into consideration 
what he was or was not in regard to the subject of 
slavery. If I ever noticed any statement which 
he has heretofore expressed upon that subject, I 
have now forgotten particularly what those senti- 
ments were. And if, sir, 1 had thought of it, it 
would have made no difference in my mind, nor 
do I think it ought to make a difference with gen- 
tlemen from the South. So far as we have had 
| any indication of the mission of Father Mathew, 
it 1s one of peace, one of benevolence, of good- 
will to mankind. It is not one of disturbance, of 
aggression upon the righis of any class of the 
/community. Looking to him, sir, as a philanthro- 
pist—one who has not only done great good, but 
| who is now engaged in the same good work, it did 
not for one moment occur to me to look at the 
reverend gentlemam named in any other light, or 
in any other capacity; but I will say this—that in 
concurrence with the venerable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, I think it unfortunate that in every little 
matter we must see so much jealousy upon the 
subject of slavery. I think it unfortunate—bene- 
ficial neither to the South, to the North, nor to the 
| country. Other gentlemen may have more feelin 
| than it is possible for me to have, on account of 
| their nearer relations to it; but it does seem to me 


} 


| sion, in this way, will do good neither to the Sen- 
ate of the United States, good to the country, nor 
| good to either division of the country. 

Perhaps, sir, I may be in error. Pertingie gen- 
| tlemen from the South may be more strongly of 
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opinion that I am in error, and that others adyo. 
cating this resolution are in error, than I am abje 
to see or to appreciate. But, sir, in regard to this 
matter, and in regard to all other similar matters 
I have, I hope, some reason to thank God that | 
can look at them with an eye divested of any 
view to my own selfish interests. If others are so 
unfortunately constituted that they cannot, it js 
not for me to censure them. I pronounce no cep. 
sure; but it does seem to me that the widows and 
orphans of slaveholders, as well as the widows 
and erphans of \ion-slaveholders, and that the 
wives of slaveholders, as well as the wives of nop. 
slaveholders, can sympathize alike in the grea: 
work in which Father Mathew is engaged; tha 
they can look at it alike, laboring under the hor. 
rors of inebriation in their social and private rela. 
tions. It seems to me that they can look at ir 
divested of selfish and personal interests. [| use 
the term ‘selfish’ in no opprobrious sense; | use 
it to convey the meaning of whatever is personal 
to themselves. I believe, sir, that there are indj. 
viduals in every aor of our country who cay 
sympathize with Father Mathew in the course he 
is pursuing; and I also believe that these large 
classes, these great numbers of individuals, wii 
look to the Senate of the United States with per- 
fect astonishment, when they find that the matter 
of slavery has so far crept into our deliberations, 
that we cannot sympathize with men upon the 
great and glorious subject of temperance, without 
bringing in this question to mar the deliberations 
of the body. But be that as it may, sir, for one | 
must repeat that I had no other view of this ques- 
tion, in introducing this resolution, than that | 
have expressed. I looked at the individual named 
in the resolution as a philanthropist—as a man 
endeavoring to promote the good of humanity, the 
good of mankind; and at the time I neither thought, 
nor knew, nor cared what he was doing on any 
other subject, so long as | had no evidence which 
I remembered—and 1 may say that no evidence 

et introduced has satisfied me—that he was act- 
ing here in any other capacity than as a_philan- 
thropist. If I should hereafter see from him any 
efforts to disturb the peace of the country, I shoud 
regret it; and I doubt whether there is a Senator 
upon this floor who would not regret it. I feel 
that every man here would be surprised to see a 
course pursued by Rev. Theobald Mathew which 
would call him in question, and present him asa 
man desiring to disturb the publie peace, or de- 
siring to interfere with the local institutions of the 
country, in which he can render assistance neither 
one way nor another for purposes of good. | 
should be surprised for one, and I doubt whether 
there is a Senator upon this floor who would be 
otherwise than surprised, to learn that Rev. The- 
obald Mathew had acted improperly in relation to 
the subject of slavery or anything else of the kind. 

Mr. HALE. I shall. vote for this resolution, 
sir; but I rise to say that if this vote was to be 
measured by the merits of Father Mathew as an 
anti-slavery man, I should be constrained to voie 
against him. 

Mr. CLAY, (in hisseat.) Hearhim. (Laugh- 
ter. . 

the. HALE. Yes; sir, “hear him.’’ I say 
that if We was to be measured by his merits as an 
anti-slavery man, I should feel constrained to vote 
against him; and I rise now, sir, lest I should be 
supposed to extend this courtesy on any such con- 
siderations; because, if the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky will allow me, I think [ can correct him 
in a mistake. 

Mr. CLAY, (interposing.) Certainly; always. 

Mr. HALE. Father Mathew has not, so far 
as I can ascertain, gone so far as to say that hehas 
retracted a single sentiment which he has evet 
uttered, or altered or changed any opinion which 
he has ever entertained. 

Mr. CLAY. Will the honorable Senator allow 
me to say that I do not think T used the word “re 
tracted ?”? I think I did say that I understood tha! 
he had refused to lend himself to the movemen!s 
of Mr. Garrison and others engaged in abolition 


projects. 
Mr. HALE, [believe the honorable Senator 
is right. When Father Matthew was in Boston, 


he was called upon by some anti-slavery men \ 
lend the sanction of his presence to a meeting ° 
be held on the first of August [third of Augast— 
Rep.] in commemoration of the emancipatio! 
of the British slaves in the West Indies, and b¢ 
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refused todo it. | Hedid notintimate his sentiments || 
to the committeé which waited upon him, as I un- 
derstand—and I read the accounts with a good | 
deal of care, and I confess with a good deal of pain i 
and mortification, asa friend of Father Mathew || 
in the cause in which he is engaged—but took 
what I understand to be the doctrine of the 
«Union”—the Democratic paper—of non-inter- | 
yention. He would not interfere.) He consented, 
in one word, sir, to be silent updn this great ques- | 
tion; and for that reason, if he were to be weighed | 
in this balance, | should withhold my vote from | 
him with great regret. 

But I vote for him on different — I vote | 
for the resolution upon the ground upon which it 
is placed by the honorable Senator from Kentucky | 
—as a tribute to his virtues and philanthropy in | 
another field 6f labor. All hope and all reliance | 
that the friends of what 1 consider the great cause | 
of humanity have placed upon Fathew Mathew in 
coming to this country, have most signally failed, || 
and have been entirely disappointed. 

if the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] 
will allow me a word: He said that if he had the | 
power he would exclude from this floor every one 








who sympathizes with the abolitionists, foreign | 
and domestic. | 

Mr. DAVIS. Every abolitionist, foreign and || 
domestic. \| 

Mr. HALE. Well, sir, it is sufficient that || 
slavery has not got the power; and I venture to || 
say that if I had the power I would not exclude || 
all, but | would exchide so many, that when we | 
came to have the committees of the Senate ap- | 
pointed, they should wear a little different com- || 
plexion from what they now do. (Laughter.] I || 
would restore the equilibrium, but not shut them 
all out. I would have perhaps three-fifths of those | 
who were left here of my own way of thinking, | 
and leave a wholesome minority to keep the bal- | 
ance-wheels of Government properly in motion, | 
so that we should have free and fair discussion | 
upon the subject. I hope | have made myself un- | 
derstood, for | would by no means seem to sanc- || 
tion Fathew Mathew’s course in this respect. My | 
objections to him are as deep upon that ground as 
those of the Senator from Alabama. They are of || 
another cover altogether, it is true, but go quite as || 
far as his. Upon the ground I have stated, I shall || 
certainly vote for the resolution; but with reluc- | 
tance, | confess, fearing that I shall be misunder- 
stood as sanctioning his course upon the subject of 
slavery, which I disapprove as much as anybody. | 

Mr. BADGER. lieving, Mr. President, as | 
I do, that no good is to arise out of the discussion 
that has grown up from this resolution; and being, | 
besides that, myself opposed to the adoption of | 
the resolution, and, if in favor of it, opposed to 
the further prosecution of this discussion, for the | 
purpose of ridding the Senate of it, I move, sir, | 
that the resolution be laid upon the table. 

Mr. FOOTE. Let me make an appeal to my 
friend to withdraw his motion for a few minutes, 
as I desire to be heard upon this question. 

_Mr. BERRIEN. Let us vote upon the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. BADGER. 
for the present. 

Mr. FOOTE obtained the floor, but yielded it 
again to 





Lveill withdraw. the motion 


| the session, a spirit will be roused utterly incom- 


|| but he has won a world-wide renown. 


| bonds.of the captive and to set the prisoner free; | 
|| of intemperance. 


| has inflicted upon the world—evils which are the | 
| source of a large portion of the vice and misery | 


‘| part in this great work of reformation. 


| 
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evil thereof.”” Nothing is gained by its premature 
introduction here; and least of all should it be made 
a test by which questions foreign to its interest are 
to be tried and determined. Already the public 
mind is in a high state of excitement on this sub- | 
ject; and there is no man who loves his country 
who can rd its danger without deep solicitude. 
But certainly, if it is to meet us at every step of 





patible with calm deliberation or satisfactory ad- 
justment. : 

This is but a complimentary notice to a distin- 
guished man just arrived among us; and well does 
he merit it. He is a stranger to us personally; 


He comes 
among us upon a mission of benevolence—not un- | 
like Howard, whose name and deeds rank high in | 
the annals of philanthropy, and who sought to 
carry hope and comfort into the darkest cells, and 
to alleviate the moral and physical condition of 
their unhappy tenants. He comes to break the 


to redeem the lost, to confirm the wavering, and to | 
aid in saving all from the temptation and dangers | 
It isa noble mission, and well 
is he fulfilling it. I need not stop to recount the | 
evils which the great enemy he is contending with | 


that human nature has to encounter. But the in- 
undation is stayed. Higher motives, nobler as- | 
pirations, the influence of religion and the hopes 
of life, are coming to the rescue, and aredoing their 
You grant 
a seat here to the successful warrior returning from | 
the conquests of war. Let us not refuse it toa 
better warrior—to one who comes from the con- 
uests of peace; from victories achieved without | 
the loss of blood or life, and whose trophies are | 
equally dear to the patriot and the Christjan. 

Mr. DAVIS. May1 interrupt the Senator from | 
Michigan? 

Mr. CASS. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. I believe we do not grant seats | 
specially to officers, however distinguished. They | 
come in under our rule to admit those who have | 
received the thanks of Congress. This is the first 
proposition of the kind. 

Mr. CASS. Officers are provided with seats 
here in consequence of their disiing?: shed services. | 
But if this is the first time that eve» «ch a propo- 
gition was made, it is the first tim_ that such an | 
occasion ever called it forth. We have nothing | 
to fear from an example like this; and when similar 
services are rendered to us, and to the world, let us 
reward them by a similar mark of approbation. 

Of all the nations of the earth, ours is the only 
one where public opinion is entirely unfettered, 
and the tribute i, renders is therefore the more 
valuabic. 4 believe public sentiment was never 
more unanimous than in the appreciation of this 
great cause, and of the zeal and self-sacrifice with | 
which this Christian missionary has devoted him- 
self to its service. Let us, therefore, not refuse 
this slight acknowledgment to cheer him upon his 
journey. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, it is with no lit- 
tle reluctance that I take part in the debate now in 











progress. Delicate topics have been introduced, 
that have to some extent been discussed also, which 





Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I join in the regret 
so well expressed by the distinguished Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] that any opposition 
has been made to the adoption of this resolution, 
and I particularly regret with him the reasons 
which have led to it. I know nothing of the opin- 
ions of Father Mathew on the subject of slavery, 
nor do seek to know them. Ihavea recollection, 
though not a very distinct one, that the reverend 
gentleman was in ted in Boston by some per- 
sons with extreme views upon this question, in 
order to draw from him his sentiments respecting 
it. He declined intermeddiing with the subject, 
and gave much offence by this prudent and proper 
course. And certainly the declaration of the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hare,} whose 
Opinions are pretty well known through the coun- 
try, that thes views of Father Mathew were not 
iain to him, is enough to redeem this distin- 
guished stranger from the charge of interfering with 
our domestic concerns. But, sir, | deprecate the 
introduction of this topic on the present occasion. 
It must come and be met; and it must be discussed 








and adjusted. But, * sufficient unto the day is the | 





I had hoped would not have been intruded upon 
our notice thus early. The real question before the 
Senate seems to me to be, whether certain honor 
shall be done by“us to a distinguished champion of 
the cause of temperance, on account of the eminent 
service which he has rendered to mankind by his 
activity and zeal in suppressing one of the most 
| hideous evils which has ever made its appearance 
in the world. No one who knows the history of 
Father Mathew as the champion of temperance, 
can doubt that he deserves the respect and sym- 
pathy of all who feel interested in preserving the 
dignity and happiness of man asa moral being. 
In this character I have long admired him most 
profoundly and sympathized with him most deep- 
ly. On account of his merits as a successful advo- 
cate of temperance in two hemispheres, I feel 
strongly inclined to support the resolution which 
has been offered for according him a seat on the 
floor of the Senate ; and so I shall certainly vote, 
unless it be shown that there is something in the 
resolution offered by the Senator from Wisconsin 
violative of the rules of this body, or repugnant to 
precedents heretofore held in respect. Indeed, I 
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believe that the almost unanimous vote of the Sen- 
ate would have been given in the support of this 
resolution but for the extraordinary speech deliv- 
ered by the honorable Senator from New York 
(Mr. Sewarp] a few moments since. It seems 
that this gentleman feels authorized to say that he 
recognizes Father Mathew as an anti-slavery prop- 
agandist, and on this account, and on no uther, 
does he base his support of the resolution. 1 can- 
not help hoping that he has done gross injustice to 
the distinguished native of the Emerald Isle alluded 
to, in recognizing him, as he has explicitly done, 
as a mere abolition incendiary. I am inclined to 
think, and indeed I confidently believe, that the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuar,] 
and the equally distinguished Senator from Michi- 

n,-[Mr. Cass,] understand the attitude of Father 
Mathew with regard to slavery in this country far 
better than the Senator from New York, who has 
showered upon him such degrading commenda- 
tions. If the honorable Senators from Michigan 
and Kentucky have not been egregiously misin- 
formed in regard to the present opinions and plans 
of the venerable apostle of temperance now in our 
midst, he would be one of the last men in the world 
either to intermeddle, himself, with any portion of 
the domestic institutions of a republic of which he 
is a temporary guest, or to instigate the vicious 
intermeddling of others, or to sanction directly or 
indirectly the foul incendiarism which has at last 
placed in such serious jeopardy the noblest civic 
institutions which the wisdom of man has ever yet 
succeeded in establishing upon earth. 

Sir, I have been so long fighting under the noble 
non-intervention flag, which may be seen at the 
masthead of that well-rigged vessel of State, of 








_which the honorable Senator from Michigan [Mr. 


Cass] has been the faithful and fearless pilot, that I 
am not afraid to attend upon him still during the 


|| short voyage for which it would seem he has con- 


cluded to embark. Could | suppose it possible that 
the rumors, which have reached us relative to the 
present opinions of Father Mathew upon the 
question of slavery were truc, or that he was ca- 
pable of abetting in the least degree, either by 
word or deed, the schemes of unprincipled fac- 
tionists, whose sentiments and policy are so fiercely 
and efficiently represented upon this floor, instead 
of uniting in a proceeding intended to do him 
special honor, I should not hesitate to refuse him 
even the kind. and courteous hospitalities which 
he everywhere so modestly and gracefully re- 
ceives, as he journeys through the Republic. I 
regret to learn, that, when addressed by citizene 
of Alabama and Georgia, as to his views upon the 
question of slavery, he either declined responding, 
or responded by letters withheld from publication 
at his own request. I think that in this transac- 
tion he committed a great mistake, and one which 
will greatly impair his efficiency as a champion of 
temperance. But, until | receive conclusive evi- 
dence to the contrary, I must believe that he still 
adheres to the resolution which he assumed and 
made public shortly after his arrival in this coun- 
try, not to connect himself at all with any of the 
domestic controversies in progress on this side of 
the Atlantic. | I well recollect the scene, which 
occurred somewhere in the State of Massachu- 
setts, between certain fierce abolition agitators 
and Father Mathew, in which these wicked in- 
cendiaries made a most indecent and ungentle- 
manly attempt to inveigle this venerable personage 
in their nefarious schemes, and to wield the influ- 
ence of his name and character against the insti- 
tutions of the South; and I have not forgotten the 
dignified and severe rebuke which he administered 
to these infatuated factionists, nor the scurrilous 
denunciations which they showered down upon 
him so plenteously afterwards. These fects are 
too recent noi to be recollected by all of us. I do 
not wish to be understood as at all censuring the 
action of the honorable Senetor from Alabama, 
Mr. Cuiemens,} who has on this occasion grati- 
ed his friends so highly, by one of the most bril- 
liant parliamentary debuts that I have ever wit- 
sau. His conduct evinces only *:.s* decent and 
roper respect for public sentiment ie his own no- 
le State, operat inflamed by the circumstances 
stated by him, which a previous knowledge of his 
character and history would have induced me to 
anticipate from him upon an occasion like the 
present. Nor did my gallant colleague, [Mr, 
arise} in the eloquent harangue which he has 
just delivered in our hearing, utter one sentiment 
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which he administered to the honorable Senator | able Senator will not be offended, | trust, if I state | 
from New York, (Mr. Sewarp,] and his allies | to him that he has, on this occasion, rather pain- | 
in and out ofthis hall, was richly deserved, asvall || fully awakened a forensic reminiscence of former || 
must have felt who heard it, save, perhaps, the || years, which, but for him, would perhaps never 
unhappy subjects themselves. And now, sir, let | 


me turn my attention particularly, for a moment 
or two, to the Senator from the Empire State, who 
has so unauthorizedly advocated the resolation 
of the honorable Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. 








‘| capital charge. They were defended rather un- | 


Watker,] on the ground that Father Mathew is 


an avowed abolitionist in opinion, and is on that 
account worthy to receive special honor at the 


hands of an American Senate. Why, sir, the | 
honorable Senator must have forgotten where he 


was; lie must have become suddenly oblivious of 


against all foes, either foreign or domestic ; with- 
out which protection, thus guarantied, the Con- 
stitution itself would never have become part of 


Sir, what object did the honorable Senator from 


Dec. 20, 
destarinneeees - an — =< a a 
to which 1 do not heartily respond. ‘The rebuke |! pathy would havefound admittance. Thehonor- all the mischief which they have engendered, and 








seek in retirement and obscurity that immunity for 
offences perpetrated, and for still greater offences 
ejected but counteracted, for which they will be 
| indebted alone to the magnanimity of the people 
have risen up in my memory again. | whom they have sought to betray and to ruin, 

I once witnessed a trial of two criminals upona, Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, I have lived 
so long, sir, and have witnessed so many scenes 
in the Senate Chamber, that I am not, by any 
means, surpriset at the present one. If I hag 
been called upon to express an opinion as to the 


skillfally by a young and inexperienced attorney, 
who had spoken about an hour, with about as 
much heat and animation, a® least, as has been 


| exhibited by the honorable Senator from New propriety, Coe myst on reenenS this resolution, 


New York purpose to attain by this extraordinary | 
display of the morning? Is it his object merely to || 


monopolize the sympathies of the whole Irish and 


Catholic population of the republic; and, by ma- | 
king this resolution odious to all who respect the || 


vital principles which are embodied in our political || 


compact, and driving from its support all but the | 


avowed anti-slavery members of this body, thud | 
to establish exclusive claims to the future political || 


support of this numerous and respectable class of 
American voters? Is it the acquisition of presi- 
dential honors in 1852 that has bedazzled the fancy 


prompted him to utter that calumnious and deeply 
dishonoring panegyric upon the famed Missionar 


so profound a sentiment of surprise, of indigna- 
tion, and of horror? Did I regard Father Mathew 
as deserving any part of the commendation be- 
stowed upon him, In connection with the cause of 
abolition, by the honorable Senator from New 
York, instead of recognizing him asa noble phi- 
lanthropist, I should feel compelled to class him 
with thieves, and robbers, and murderers, and mid- 
night incendiaries. Did I suppose that the honor- 
able Senator from New York had been duly author- 
ized to give expression to the sentiments of Father 
Mathew upon the question of slavery, I should 
regard it as insulting to this body to have his 
name even uttered in our hearing. I must suppose, 
until proof to the contrary shall be adduced, that 
the honorable Senator from New York, whether 
designedly or not I will not undertake to decide, 
has done serious injustice to a worthy and unof- 
fending personage, and that, in his fiery eagerness 
to advance a favorite but infamous cause, he has 
attemmpiod to drag to his aid the influence and pop- 
ularity of a great and potential name, in a manner 
that cannot fail to prove displeasing to all the dis- 
interested friends of the temperance reform to be 
found upon the habitable globe. Liventure to pre- 
dict that the shrewd and sagacious Irish popula- 
tion of the country will infallibly detect this most 
bungling attempt to decoy them; and comprehend- 


ing the lofty motives which actuated the honorable | 


Senator from the Empire State in setting on foot 
this precious scheme of demagogical deception, 
a will not fail, in due season, to reward the 
author of it according to his intrinsic deserts. 

Sir, there was a classic saying in the olden time, 


which all of us doubless remember: “ Quod teligit || 
id ornavit.”” ‘The conduct of the honorable Sena- |, 
tor from New York, and that of his abolition |) 


associates and allies, here and elsewhere, is ex- 


actly the reverse of this: whatever they touch they | 


Ceol ; res eh yin and ood accursed cause 
politically speaking) is rank pollution; their coun- 
sels are pregnant otk Aran» se the downfall of 
free institutions is the natural and inevitable result 
of their malevolent devices. On this particular 
oveasion the honorable Senator from New York, 
professing his desite to evince his persondl respect 
for one who stands but little in need of his super- 
serviceable praises, has signally discredited the 
subject of his laudations, and awakened more or 
less of prejudice in bosoms where, but for the 
officious zeal of which I am complaining, naught 
but sentiments of kind respect and generous sym- 


| 





| 
| 
1] 
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| perverse sophistry has raised up to obstruct the || I havenever laid my eyes upon this distinguished 


|| evidence, so far as one of the alleged malefactors | 
his official oath, whieh binds him to support the |, 
Constitution of the United States, whose sacred |, 
provisiona guaranty perpetual protection to slavery || 
‘and had been greatly agonized with the damning 

| character of the defence set up for the accused, | 
| bent forward from the bench, and thus addressed || 
the supreme law of the land, or the Union of these || 
States have been established upon foundations | 
which all true patriots hope may prove perpetual. | 


York in theassertion of Father Mathew’s claims 
to senatorial honors. The young advocate had | 
got through with about half of his speech; the | 


should have considered it entirely unnecessary 
to offer it, because we all knew that by daily usace 
the vigilance of the Chair sleeps over the infrac- 
tion of rules to permit the pinstion of courtesy; 
and had any member of this body chosen to intro. 
| duce the reverend and distinguishe@ gentleman to 
' whom this resolution refers upon the floor of this 
house, I presume that no objection would haye 
been made. I should have expressed an opinion, 
therefore, adverse to the introduction of the reso. 
the unfatigued defender of persecuted innocence: || lation. But, sir, if there be any occasion on which 
‘* Young man, you have already secured the con- | a new precedent may be established, I think the 
viction of one of your unfortunate clients, and I || case of Father Mathew is one of peculiar strength, 
admonish you that if you have any wish that the } I cannot deem it necessary to reiterate what has 
other should be acquitted, you will decline utter- |, been so well said respecting the virtues and phi- 
ing asingle word in his vindication.’? The young || lanthropy of this distinguished gentleman. ‘The 
lawyer took the hint and desisted, and his client || tribute proposed is an homage due to the virtues 
escaped the gallows. Jt is to be hoped that Father || and claims upon our respect and veneration of the 
Mathew will be lucky enough to avoid the de- || greatest benefactor of the age in which we live— 
struction with which he is threatened by the fatal || one who has done more than any one else to re- 
advocacy of the Senator from New York, who, || strain his countrymen from a vice that, perhaps, 
from the period of his noted contest with the State | has destroyed more of its victims than the most 
of Virginia upon the subject of the surrender of | insidious pestilence. 


was concerned, had been discussed, and the case | 
of the associate culprit was about to be presented. 
The judge, who was a decidedly humane man, 


| fugitive slaves, has been distinguished as an ultra'; Sir, in conferring honor upon a distinguished 
1 


j 


|| even such a formally prepared, prosy, and well- 


| i 


abolition agitator, and an open and undisguised || philanthropist, what may be his opinions on the 


|| assailant of the most venerated guarantees of the | subject of slavery I neither know nor do I inquire, 
of the honorable Senator from New York, and | 


Constitution. _ || L have no sensibility, sir, that can be excited b 
In conclusion, I will take the liberty of warning |, such small matters as the expression of any senti- 


|| that Senator that a period has akmost arrived when || ments as a mere individual opinion. I suppose 
of Temperance which has awakened in this hall | 


even his eloquent tongue will be stilled upon his 


zue V é | that nobody can misconceive my general sentiments 
favorite topic. The time is not far distant when 


|| in connection with the subject of slavery; but, sir, 
|| this institution, whether for weal or for wo, may 
conned speech as that which he uttered this morp- || defy such weak assaults, [tis based upon a found- 
ing in our hearing will be impatiently listened .. | ation that may defy danger from such a cause, 
if listened to at all, by this august assembly; when |; and scdrn to exhibit any apprehension in relation 
the enlightened and patriotic people of this great || to its stability or justification. Sir, I do not suffer 
Republic will indignantly denounce the noisy |, that consideration to weigh a feather. 

agents of faction who have so long disturbed the || 1 am willing to make this precedent, if there has 
public repose by unseemly and profitless wrang- || been no such precedent hitherto. I know of none; 
lings, and command them to be silent, and stlent | but I am willing to make one, as an homage to an 


| forever, whilst the Constitution and its guarantees || individual who is, as I have already said, the 


will ride triumphant over all obstacles which a || greatest benefactor of mankind in the present age. 


| progress of twenty millions of people to a state of || man, but I revere his character, and | would ex- 


|| felicity, of power, and of grandeur never before 


|| justice will be seen to prevail throughout our bor- | 
|| ders; when the absolute equality of the sovereign || receive, which I would notgpillingly confer upon 


| 





| ses of government without any of the benefits of || That 


| enemies of the Constitution, as our fathers framed 


tend to him every testimonial of courtesy; and if 
I had the meansa, there is no benefit which an hon- 
erable man could bestow, or an honorable man 


attained by any civilized nation; when perfect 





States of this Confederacy shall be universally ac- |; him. 
knowledged; when the domestic institutions of all || I do hope that we shall not allow this discussion 
the States shall be made effectually secure against || to run off into matters wholly unconnected with it, 
the malign assaults of all foes, whether open and || and upon which there will be future occasions— 
direct,‘ or covert and insidiousy when the real || perhaps too many of them—for uttering the opin- 
| tons and professions of this entire Gedy. I am 
willing to extend this privilege to this distinguished 
genfleman, from considerations of strict personal 


it, shall be universally recognized as the real 
enemies of the Union for which that Constitution 





_has provided; when the good sense and sound || courtesy, and a fitting testimonial of that homage 
|| patriotism of the North shail nobly concede to the 


| which we all feel for a character like his. 
South her long-withheld rights, and the Southin || Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I was some- 
her turn shall punish the vile traitors within her || what surprised, sir, when I heard this resolution 


own confines who have conspired for her over- || offered. Itappeared to me as extraordinary and 
| throw with undying infamy; and @ day of resplend- || unnecessary. As it is before the Senate for its 
ent glory shall dawn upon our country, before || action, 1 would not have any inference drawn, from 


whose brightness all nations of earth shall stand || the vote that 1 shall give upon this occasion, of 
in wondering admiration, and the page of history || censure upon the reverend gentleman whose name 
be adorned with such scenes of moral grandeur || is before the Senate; for 1 am strongly inclined to 
and social beatitude as have never been portrayed | believe that he is not fully understood by the gen- 
heretofore by human pen or pencil. tlemen on either side who have spoken on the 

Yes, sir, the day is not distant—it is even now || subject. I happened to be in Columbia whena 
at hand—when faction shall no longer be permitted || message was received by a very distinguished 
to encumber the machinery of government ; when ntleman—a friend of mine—who has taken a 
a patient and forbearing people will submit no fur- | leading part in the temperance movement in South 
ther to be burdened with all the enormous expen- |/ Carolina, and in many of the southern States. 
tleman had just received a letter from 
actual legislation; when a few wicked and reckless || Judge Lumpkin, of rgia, who had, in some 
demagogues in Congress will be no longer measure, disco Father Mathew from visiting 
mitted to embroil our public councils with seditious || that State, but who wished to confer with my 


declamation, and put the happiness of the whole || friend upon the subject. He had received a letter 
republic in imminent peril, in order to earn for || from the North, do not think it was directly 
themselves a little dishonorable notoriety;/ and || from this gentleman himself; but his inference was, 


when the wretched champions of abolition and || that Father Mathew intemled to keep aloof, as far 
free-soil shall mourn in sackcloth and ashes over as possible, from being used by any of the political 
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parties of the United States, and that he wished to | considered as forfiing a precedent for a case like Lafayette. If this be so, need we fear that the 
Pinfine himself exclusively to the cause of tem- || this. || precedent will be often invoked? While applied 

rance, which he had so —_ and so faithfully He stands upon such grounds of preéminence | to such cases only as Lafayette and ‘Father 
served. in doing that, he had a difficult part to || as distinguish him necessarily from any and from || Mathew, can there be a reasonable objection to it? 
ay; and in endeavoring to do it, it may be that || every man, not a citizen of the United States, to | Another case such as these may not occur for half 
e has given occasion for being misunderstood at | whom honors could be proposed by the people of || a century; and when it does, i can see no danger 
poth ends of the Union. The inference of my || the United States. It is, then, the establishment || in following the precedent. 
friend was, that so far from his sentiments being || of a precedent. And now, Mr. President, let us || _ If 1 thought for & moment that there was arly- 
sainst the South, his views were quite liberal, || look a little ahead, and see the consequences to be \ thing in the past hisgory of the individual to whom 
and especially that he was in favor of—in accord- || produced by establishing this precedent. this resolution a 


tei, 








at favor o c ) , 4 ution polite, of that there was likely to 
ance with the spirit of our inatitutions—the idea | In refusing to adopt this resolution—in laying || be anything in his opinions advocated, or in his 
that the people of the whole country were entitled || this resolution on the table, as I intend to propose || conduct in his proposed visit to the South, inimi- 


to the equa enjoyment of the territories which || doing, upon the grounds which I have suggested— || eal to our interests or hostile to our opinions, then 
belong to all. owever, in this, sir, I may not || we pass no judgment upon the merits of the rever- || | would certainly be one of the first to oppose him. 
be correctly representing the sentiments o the || end gentleman to whom the resolution refers. But || But is this the case? I think not. It is said that 
reverend gentleman; I speak only of the impres- || if this resolution be adopted, what is to be the || long ago, before he came to America, he expressed 
sion that was left upon the mind of my friend. | consequence? This session, the next session, || opinions opposed to slavery. Well, suppose he 

But, sir, I shall vote to lay the resolution on the || and, so far as we can see, for an illimitable, inter- | did; is it reasonable or proper in us of the South 
table for a different reason. It is an extraordinary || minable period of time, we are to have successive || to require of him to retract these opinions? He 
resolution. {1 do not remember any precedent for || resolutions presented to this body for granting spe- || comes among us, not as a propagandist either of 
itas having oceurred during the period that I have || cial privileges and favors to distinguished individ- | religious or political doctrines, but on a benevolent 
been here. And, sir, if Fathew Mathew had been | uals. We must pass them all or reject them all, | mission of humanity, to make mankind better and 
introduced into this hall by the invitation of any || or pass judgment upon the merits of the individ- || happier, like the Saviour of the world who prece- 
member of the Senate—I will not say any distin- || uals whose names are submitted tous. By re- }| ded him—on a mission searcely less divine. He 

uished member, but by any member of the Senate || jecting some and adopting others, every time that | has, when approached, refused to commit himself, 
—I believe that no objection would have arisen || one is rejected it is a declaration of this Senate | or in any manner to interfere in public aflairs or 
from any quarter, and there would have been no || against the fitness of the individual to be admitted || opinions on that subject in ourcountry. Is not this 
occasion for establishing this precedent. || to the honors conferred on proper occasions by || a course which all must approve of? Could he with 

Mr. President, it is well known that the prece- || this body. We shall thus be compelled, at the || propriety, or without defeating the success of his 
dent of to-day is the prescription of to-morrow; || instance of any member of the Senate, to pass a || mission, have pursued a different course? For 
and if you pass a resolution of this kind, you will, || judgment of the Senate that any tadividsial is or || myself, I confess, coming to the United States for 
in spite of the avowal of gentlemen, have it mingled || is not a proper person to be admitted to the priv- || the benevolent purpose he did—an object to be ac- 
with politics, and perhaps with New York politics |) ilege of a seat upon this floor. I see no necessity, || complished in no particular section and by no par- 
—I make no allusion to gentlemen’s motives— I in that case, for the rules of the Senate with re- || ticular party or sect, but throughout our bread 
perhaps to the politics of this section or of that || gard to the privileges of this floor. The rules are || land, from north to south and from east to west, 
section. || general, and they apply not to persons individ- || and by the codperation of the well-disposed of all 

Father Mathew’s name might be used by those || ually, but to classes of persons. And with regard | —if he had taken any part in political discussions, 








who choose to do so for purposes, perhaps, very || to military personages, the honorable Senator from | or obtruded his opanee on all occasions, I should 


far remote from those which he would choose to 

entertain. It is on account of this that I do not 

choose to designate him, by the passage of this 

resolution, as an extraordinary man, though doubt- | 
less he may be an extraordinary man. I do not | 
choose to put him upon the same historical page | 
with Lafayette; and, as the precedents of the Sen- | 
ate can make history by an extraordinary move- | 
ment of this kind, I am not prepared to cheapen | 
the privileges and honors of this Senate Chamber. | 

These are my views, and for these reasons I | 
forbear wholly, Mr. President, to enter upon the | 
discussion of some topics which have been so freely | 
indulged here. I look upon them, also, with too | 
profound an interest to make them the subject of 
declamatory remark on collateral questions of this 
sort. I know that these issues will come; and 
when they do come, I wish them to come in the 
gravest and most imposing form, for the delibera- | 
tions of this body. 

Mr. DICKINSON. An honorable Senator has 
thought proper to introduce a resolution, giving to | 
this distinguished stranger and great moral re- 
former the privileges of this floor. He is believed | 
to have accomplished great good, both in the Old | 





World and the New, in advancing the temperance | 
reformation; to which mission of good-will and || 


field of labor here he has been studiously confined. | 
These are doubtless the reasons which induced 
the introduction of the resolution, and are the fea- | 


sons, and the only reasons, why FE shall vote for || 


it, The other questions which have been intro- | 
duced here I will neither entertain nor discuss. As | 
has already been said, they will be upon us soon | 
enough, and be sufficiently embarrassing when | 
necessarily and directly presented, and to such | 
time let them stand postponed. 

Mr. BADGER. I agree, Mr..President, with | 
the remarks which have been made by my honor- | 


able colleague, [Mr. Maneum,] that this resolu- | 


tion should not have been introduced; but I do | 
not agree that inasmuch as it has been introduced, 
when it ought not to have been, that fact should 
furnish a reason for voting in favor of it. 
_ I wish, sir, to state the reagons why I vote as I | 
intend to do, without complicating the question 
with a collateral question either of temperance or 
abolition, The te, in my judgment, ought 
not to adopt this resolution. In the first place, 
Sir, it is a resolution without a precedent, so far 
as I know, and so far as I am able to hear from 
ntlemen around me, who have been for a much 
onger time members of, and acquainted with the 
precedents of this body. I say, sir, it is a resolu- 
Uon without precedent, because it is impossible to 
suppose that the case of General Lafayette can be 


Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] it seems to me, slightly || not have approved of his course, even if it had been 
misunderstands the rule of the Senate. No mili- | in favor of our side of the question, but should have 
tary man, as such, is entitled to admission on this |, considered him wanting in that wisdom and dis- 
| floor, be his merits whatever they may. It is only || cretion necessary for the success of his mission, 
| those military officers who have, by name, re- || Besides, sir, we of the South believe ourselves io 
ceived a vote of thanks from Congress for distin- | be right in our opinions on the subject of slavery; 
| guished military services. All our rules are rules | that our course will bear the test of scrutiny and 
repent aaa oss there x leave er 7 do || examination; - people abroad meets arene 
not wish to see the Senate embarrassed with the || ous opinions of our institutions, which wou 
consideration of successive individual precedents, | removed by visiting our country and ascertaining 
involving the necessity of discussing particular || the true state of the case. Would it not, then, be 
merits and particular persons. What will be the || inexpedient and unwise to ask Father. Mathew, 
conapenracs? Sepposing a resolution is brought || nomee oe has visited one wen - ie country, 
forward in favor of some gentlemen who have || and had an‘opportunity of judging for himself, to 
served gallantly in the deiines of their country, | change aaladaee previously formed? Would the 
but who have not been distinguished by a special | world say this was the conduct of a people confi- 
vote of thanks, and who, therefore, under the gen- | dent of the justice of their cause; or would not it 
eral rule ef Hee Ranaien are not auiign se admis- || ates ony ieee is something to spneenie en , here 
| sion within this bar: shall we vote it down? If || would not be such precautions? Por myself, ldo 
| we establish this precedent of conferring privileges || not believe that he has evinced any disposition to 
| upon eminent strangers who visit our country for || interfere in our institutions. On the contrary, it 
| purposes laudable—surely, but no more laudable || seems to be admitted on all sides, that when ap- 
| certainly than the fearless bravery of those who || proached vy the abolitionists on the subject, he re- 
gallantly oe an counter then, shall | nee to concur with them 2 their went or give 
we draw the line of distinction? Iam not, there- | them any encouragement. But even i was 80 
fore, for embarrassing myself. I do not wish to |, disposed, I have too much confidence in the justice 
see the Senate embarrassed with these endless | of our cause and the strength of our institutions 
| complications of individual merit. If the Senate | to suppose he could do us any harm. 
wishes any illustration of what will be the conse- |} Mr. President, | shall vote for this resolution 
| quence following from the establishment of this | upon another ground. This distinguished gentle- 
prgcatents why, have we not a sufficient one here | man is upon a mission which I consider.of vast 
efore us freee cs the Sennen pene has || importance a peone of ee cy on gp 
sprung up upon this resolution? I, for one,am to e world. ieve his efforts are 
oa disposed 40 embark in any such experiment. || immense advantage, and I concur in the object of 
As my friend from South Carolina [Mr. Butter] || them;and [ wish them success, and am dis 
said, I do not wish to be considered as expressing | to advance them in every possible way. I pre- 
| ny epinen ss, daserpest or slight pean for | oa ae 2 nota single acre in this vag ai 
the reverend gentleman whose name is before us. | but will use his utmost endeavors to promote that 
| Lesteem him highly for his exertions in the cause | object. / 
| of benevolence. I wish only to keep the Senate || r. President, I cannot see the occasion for 
, clear from the embarrassments which [have pointed | offering this resolution; but, since it has. been 
out. I would prefer, therefore, to vote to lay this | offered, let it be considered and passed. 1 my 
resolution on the table—not as passing any judg- | southern friends to reflect upon the rejection of this 
ment upou the individual, but upon the ground _ resolution, before this venerable gentleman makes 
that it is a subject not proper to be entertained by _ his departure to our own section of the country. 
the Petes eee 1s mG other gentleman who | ee on in a henererent mienett pre pee 
desires to upon the question, | will re- || s, if he is so unapprovingly receiv y the 
new the motion to lay t the seaedion on the table. || Senate of the United States, it will lessen the good 
Ma: DOWNS sud Mr. President Lisoser hai | take aay the gressadvamtagen that will acere t 
-Mr. said : Mr. Presiden | take away the gr vanta, it will accrue 
this ceaplasian re ineetee i? much that the } the United oes Creme his exertions, and to our 
Senator from No arolina [Mr. Bapcer] has || section as well as i ' E 
said against the expediency of on —_ res- | 1 ask my southern friends if the movement will 
olutions, I concur. Under ordinary circumstances || not be impolitic? To give their disapprobation of 
I would vote against sucha resolution. Itis said | the gentleman’s conduct would be as much as to 








that the only precedent for such a case is that of |! say that he ought not to go among us. lam sure 
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none of them opposed the resolution on this 
ground; but still thts may, and I fear will, be the 
effect of its rejection. I do not wish, when he is 


about to cross our borders, to push him back with | 
an inhospitable and unkind hand. 1 wish to cheer | 


him on in his good work. I do not intend to do 


anything that will seem like repelling him from my | 


State. HE want him to go there. I think I can say 
for the people of my State that*he will be received 
with open arms and the kindest greetings; and I 
will not do anything here offensive to such a 
feeling. 

Some members of the Senate seem to be dis- 
posed to vote against the resolution in consequence 
of the speech made in its favor by the Senator 
from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] and the grounds 
taken by him. y mind has not been influenced 
by that fact. 


Very likely he took that ground to start this issue, 
and to throw us ina false position and weaken our | 
cause. I do not wish or intend to be influenced 

by him in any way. 
perhaps, the very trap he has set for us. I wish 
to vote on this, as on all other occasions, entirely 
uninfluénced by what he says or does, If he 
thinks I shall vote against this resolution because 


he cannot influence me in that way any more than | 
in any other. I wish him not to spring a new 
issue on us. 

These are briefly the reasons which induce me 
to vote against laying the resolution on the table, 
and to vote for it on its passage. I should be doing 
violence to my own feelings, as well as those of | 


the people of my State, if | voted differently, and || 


inst the cause of humanity. 

Mr. PEARCE. I wish to relieve myself from | 
any misconception which the Senator from Lou- 
isiana might have with regard to myself. I do* 


not doubt that Father Mathew is entitled to the || 


respect and gratitude of all men for his philan- 

thropic and benevolent exertions, which have 

made him so useful to his fellow-men. I do not 

question the purity of his character, but consider | 
him entitled to the respect of all. The motives | 
which .induce me to vote for the motion of the 

Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Bapcer,] are 

those which he has assigned. I think that the | 
rules which we have adopted—which have been 

made with respect to certain persons being admit- | 
ted within the Senate Chamber—ought to be pre- 

served, ‘This is an evil precedent, and one which | 
will expand very soon, so as to be of very great | 
inconvenience. 


It will, perhaps, be but a little while before we || 


shall have the presence in this country of Kossuth, | 
the great apostle of Hungary. Pein he may | 
be already on our shores. Gorgey may also 
come, and then we may have a discussion upon 
the question of his fidelity to Hungarian liberty 
and independence Somie gentlemen may believe, | 
as Kossuth thinks, that he has betrayed his coun- | 
try. Others may believe that he is its noblest | 


spirit, as he is admitted to be its best warrior. || 


This discussion we may have upon a resolution 


being offered to accord to them this very privilege || 


of the Chamber. It is very easy to see how the | 
Senate may be involved in the discussion of the 
characters of these and other men—very much 
like the case now before us. 
Mathew’s exertions in the cause of temperance, | 
and his personal character, in the highest respect, | 
and if any gentleman had thought proper to intro- | 
duce him privately upon this floor, | should not 
be opposed to it. But I cannot vote for this reso- 
lution, which is but the beginning of frequent repe- 
titions and great inconvenience. 

It has just this moment occurred to me that since 
this rendlaciels has been submitted to the Senate, a 
Senator has received a card from an officer of the 
army, of distinguished merit and gallantry, but 
who is not entitled, under the rules of the Senate, 
to admission on the floor, as he does not come 
within the classes who are permitted to enter by 
the rule. If you make a precedent now, it will be 
followed up, and the end will be that the Senate | 
of the United States will become a sort of court to | 


i 
| 


give certificates of merit and good behavior. i} 


Mr. DOUGLAS. There is much good sense in | 
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| merits are so unequivocal as to leave no 


I think of*his effort very much as | 
the Senator from Mississippi has characterized it. || 


I do not wish to fall into, || 


Sir, I hold Father | 





a a en naan 


LOBE. — 


ecjually well to every resolution for the purpose of | 
tendering a vote of thanks to any individual who || was, that Father Mathew, once upon a time 
has distinguished himself in the service of his | signed an address in Ireland, with Daniel 0’Cop: 
country, because the grades of merit from the || nell, to the Irish in America, relative to the subject 
highest to the lowest are so imperceptible that you | of slavery, and when called upon had not retracted 


will hardly know where to stop. 








the Senator from Alabama, whosé sole Objection 


In passing a || it. The Senator from New York argued that he 


vote 6f thanks to a distinguished officer, whose | had the same right to express his opinions; and 


uestion 
as to the propriety of such a course, we have no 


| 
i 


| that the tribute proposed to be paid to him should 
not be withheld from him simply because he has 


difficulty in knowing where to begin. I apprehend | sympathized with what the Senator from New 
that no one would pretend for a moment that if |) York had considered the cause of human freedom, 


|| there was any distinguished foreigner more entitled || 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I am happy to hear this ex. 


to this compliment than another, the one who is || planation, for I am allowed to consider the ex. 


| now proposed would be placed in the first rank. 


lution. I only regret that it cannot be unanimous. 


ions of F'ather 


I therefore see no difficulty in voting for this reso- | 
|| very. i : 
I do not know why I should be called upon to || of this distinguished philanthropist to attempt to 
approve, by my vote forthis resolution, the opin- || connect his name with the subject of slavery, on 
athew upon the slavery question, || this side or on the other. 


aes asa disavowal ofany intention toadvocate 
| here peculiar sentiments upon the séfbject of sla. 
I think it is doing injustice to the character 


1 think it was an act of 


any more than to approve his sentiments upon || gross injustice—of gross impropriety—on the part 


| religion. 


tions? ; 
When the proposition was pending here some 


| northern general who , might be an advocate of the 
restriction of slavery, did southern men think 


How is it, then, that in this case it is || of the abolition society of Boston, to attempt to 


contended that this compliment to an individual || prostitute the fame of this distinguished philanthro. 
implies an approval of every opinion that he may || pist by trying to entrap him into the movements 
entertain upon political, religious, or moral ques- || of that society. 


I think it unjust to his fame to 


|| attempt to identify him with either side in this 


} ) | time ago, voting thanks to General Taylor for his || lating to this country. n 
he advocates it, I wish, for one, to show him that || military services, did northern men consider that || injustice to him to attempt to draw him out as a 
| by voting thanks we were thereby approving his || Whig or a Democrat, an Abolitionist or a Non- 


| views upon slavery? Or in voting thanks to a || Interventionist. 


| 


| question, or any other of a domestic character re- 
It would be an act of gross 


He comes here upon a great mis- 
| sion, which commands the admiration and sym- 
| pathy of all men who have a heart to feel and a 


to fee 
| they were approving the opinions of that general || mind to comprehend the philanthropic efforts of a 
| 


upon political questions ? 


y no means. A vote || great and noble soul. 
of thanks to them was for their distinguished ser- || couragement in this great cause, but we ought not 
vices upon the battle-field. Wher we paid acom- || to attempt to avail ourselves in our party strugyles 


e ought to wish him en- 


| pliment to Lafayette, it was for his patriotism and || of his popularity to build us up in these strifes one 


for his friendship to this country. And when we 


| of respect to his character as a man, and the ser- 


| with another. 


| pay this compliment to Father Mathew, it is out |) 


vices he has rendered to the whole civilized world, | 


| by the great cause in which he is engaged, and in | 


And 


which he has acquired all his distinction. 


| his opinions upon the subject of slavery, religion, 
| ions whatever. 
upon this resolution, or in northern men or south- 


ern men giving their votes upon it. The only 
strange feature in it is, that the Senator from New 


| his fidelity to the abolition cause, and that the 
| Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hate] should 
repudiate him because he was not committed upon 


| two Senators shows that when they come to talk 


‘| about Father Mathew’s slavery opinions, they 
|| know nothing of that which they are talking 


| about, and which they ought not to bring forward 
as a matter of debate. 

Mr. HALE. Was it the Senator from New 
York, or the Senator from New Hampshire, or 
either of them, that introduced the subject of 
| slavery in connection with Father Mathew? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. So far as I heard, it was one 
| of them. 

Mr. HALE. I understood it to be introduced 
| by the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. CLemens.] 
Mr. DOUGLAS. That may be. I did not hear 
| the remarks made by him. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator 
| indicate upon what portion of the remarks of the 
| Senator from New York the Senator from Illinois 
| predicates the remark that the Senator from New 
| York undertook to vouch for the opinions of The- 
| obald Mathew on the subject of slavery? 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. I cannot repeat the precise 
| sentence. 





Mr.SEWARD. The idea, if you please. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I understood the Senator 
from New York to advocate this resolution as an 
| encouragement of anti-slavery sentiments, and I 
| have noticed that the same construction has been 
| given to it throughout the debate. I should be 
r happy to hear that I misunderstood the hon- 
| orable Senator. 
Mr. SEWARD. The Senator from New York 
| Submitted to misapprehension, because he always 


the remarks of the ‘ionorable Senator who has just || prefers to lie under misapprehension rather than 


taken his seat, in regard to the principle which is | 
about to be established. I think the whole argu- | 
ment he has made against this resolution will apply | 


interrupt debate by merely 


rsonal explanations. 
The Senator from New Yor 


received his informa- 


tion, as tothe objection to this resolution, from 


York [Mr. Sewarp] should advocate it because of | 


the subject of slavery. The disagreement of these | 


this approval and encouragement of his efforts in || 
the cause of temperance involves the approval of | 


Sir, he who would attempt to iden- 
tify Father Mathew with one side or the other, 
| would draw upon his head the contempt of all 
‘honest people, as being a demagogue who would 

trifle with the holiest sentiments and the purest 
| cause, for the purpose of making a little popularity 
for himself. His cause is above that of any man 
who would attempt to defile or prostitute it for any 


oF é mn, || such purposes as these. 
| or politics no more than if he entertained no opin- | 


I see, therefore, no difficulty in giving a vote || 


| 
| 
| 








Mr. CLEMENS. I would ask if any of the 
honorable Senator’s remarks are intended for me? 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I did not hear any of the 
| remarks of the Senator from Alabama. I supposed 
| the subject was introduced by the Senator from 
New Hampshire, [Mr. Hate.] 

Mr. HALE. I am to understand, then, that 


|| the remarks of the Senator from Illinois are intend- 
i| ed for me? 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 
upon that point. 
| Mr. HALE. Will the Senator hear me fora 
| moment? The Senator speaks of those who in- 
| troduced the subject of slavery. It certainly was 
neither I nor anybody on this side of the house. 
It was, as the Senate well know, the honorable 
| Senator from Alabama, who made exception to 
| extending this invitation to Father Mathew, upon 
the ground that he had expressed anti-slavery 
sentiments. 
| Mr, DOUGLAS. I cannot say that these re- 
- mark8 were intended for an, Senator. I can hardly 
select any to whomI could apply them. They 
| were called forth by the manner in which I find 
this investigation going on, with regard to this 
gentleman’s sentiments on the slavery question, 
and with regard to his admission upon, or exclu- 
| sion from, this floor. But, sir, | was expressing 
the sentiments of my own heart when I said that 
I thought no such inquiry should be made. I would 
say here, that these are only my opinions. It is 
not my right or province to prescribe a rule for any 
other Senator. Far from me be it to make a per- 
sonal or individual application of my remarks to 
any Senator whatever. I only wish to say that 
the Senator had no right to classify Father Mathew 
as an abolitionist, merely from a remark made by 
the Senator from Alabama. Every gentleman should 
We at liberty to vote for this resolution, without 
_ being compelled to approve or eer of the 
opinions of Father Mathew upon the subject of 
slavery. These, sir, were the objects I had in 
view in making the remarks I did. If there was 
anything harsh or unkind, it was not my desire to 
make them so ; but to harmonize and restore good 
feeling, instead of unkind feeling, upon a question 
which I think ought not to have taken a moment 
for its consideration and adoption. 


I will put the Senator right* 
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; Mr. MASON obtained the floor, but yielded to '| that institution in the United States. In the opin- 
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on ‘ : ide t é own iniquities, relieve your own sufferers, and 
re, Mr. CLEMENS, wh said: I did not anticipate ion of Judge Lumpkin, as expressed in that paper, || then, but not till then, you may prate of the crime 
Ns » debate of this character when I stated my objec- | Father Mathew had perfect liberty to entertain any || and misery which slavery engenders. 
ect ions to the adoption of the resolution on the table. | opinions upon the subject of slavery; and that I regret, Mr. President, that this debate has 
ed My sole object was to define my own position, and | would have been no objection to the temperance || sprung up. I regret still more the course it has 
he to explain very briefly the reasons why I could | societies of Georgia and other southern States in- || taken; not, however, from prudential considera- 
nd nat vote for it. I have as much respect for Father || viting him among them for the promotion of the || tions—not because, as the Senator from Kentucky 
tld Mathew as the great Apostle of Temperance as || cause of temperance. But they saw in that paper has intimated, it is imprudegt to discuss matters 
rz ‘ny Senator on this floor. Tam myself a teetotaller, | the evidence of foreigners, having great influence || in relation to slavery—but because this question 
WwW and for that part of his mission he has all of my | among their countrymen in the United States, || must soon be met in another form, and [ was will- 
m. sympathies. But when the fact is known to me || associating themselves together, and, by a public | ing to let it slumber tll then. But I may as well 
X- that the temperance societies in several of the south- | address to their countrymen in the United States, || now say that the time for prudential action is past. 
X- ern States have recently withdrawn the invitations | inviting them to make war upon the institutions of The disease is a desperate one, and requires des- 
ite they had previously sent him, on account of his | this country. Judge Lumpkin, who is as mild, || perate remedies. For one, sir, I yield no inch of 
la- unwarrantable interference with our domestic in- | as amiable, and as benevolent a man as any who gtound—no, not one hair’s breadth. Whenever EI 
er stitutions; when I know that southern feeling at | exists, felt that, under the circumstances, he could || this anti-slavery sentiment shows itself; whatever 
to this moment is anything but favorable to him, I | not, as the president of the temperance society of || form it may assume, I am ready to do battle 
on connot consent to confer upon him by my vote a | Georgia, permit an invitation to an individual who, || against it. The time for half measures has gone 
of most extraordinary honor. ; | while in a foreign country, had undertaken to dis- || by. You must let us alone or take the conse- 
rt The Senator from Kentucky has said that any | turb the institutions of a portion of the people of || quences. 
to Senator might have introduced him here without || the United States, and he therefore recalled the Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the Senator from 
0- the adoption of a resolution. True, sir; and to | invitation. New York [Mr. Sewarp] has left us under no 
ts that course I should not have offered the slightest | Mr. CLEMENS. The facts are precisely as I || misapprehension as to his opinion upon this ques- 
to objection, because for that I should have been in | understood them; and whatever respect I may || tion. I unterstand that that*Senator, having heard 
is no way responsible. But it is a different thing | have for him as a temperance advocate, I cannot || from the Senator from Alabama, who has just ~ 
€- when I am asked to sanction and approve his in- | and I will not forget that he is also an abolition || taken his seat, that the gentleman to whom this 
83 troduction—to aid in conferring honor on one || agitator, and as such, entitled to nothing at my || distinguished compliment is proposed to be paid 
a who has denounced my constituents as a band of || hands, save unqualified condemnation. || by the American Senate, while a foreigner in a 
lawless plunderers. i The Senator from New York has spoken of his foreign land, and a subject of a monarch, clothed 
8- The Senator from Louisiana misunderstands me | interference with the subject of slavery as a rec- || with the authority of a chureh which calls itself 
- greatly if he supposes that I object to Father i] ommendation ; and the eee ew Hamp- infallible, clothed with the still higher authority 
a Mathew because he refuses to retract some ill-con- | shire adds that Father Mathews not enough of || of a successful mission in a work of great philan- 
a sidered expressions, uttered by him years ago. || an abolitionist for him. Both Senators claim that || thropy and benevolence, which gave him a com- 
- My objections are of a more recent date. He has | this officious intermeddling with the property and || mand over his fellow-citizens superior to that of 
ot very lately written letters to the South of such a I the rights of others is a very praiseworthy exhibi- || the monarch which he obeyed,—the Senator from ‘ 
Ps character as to cause Governor Lumpkin to recom- || tion of Christian charity, and sympathy for the || New York, I say, having heard that a foreigner, a 
ie mend, through the public papers, that all invitations || wrongs of the slave. never doubted, sir, that || armed with some moral authority, had, indeed, 4 
n- to him should be withdrawn. |, Such were the opinions of those gentlemen. Their || in an address to the people of his country, then in 


t, Mr. BUTLER. Will my friend from Alabama | acts for years past have been too unequivocal to 
ll allow me to call upon the Senator from Georgia to || admit of misconstruction. I know that the cruel- 


|| ours, urged them to embark in a crusade for the 
|| ties of the slaveholder, and the sufferings of the | 


demolition of that which he denounced as a sin— 9 


d make some explanation of this matter? p when the Senator knew that this sin, thus de- 
st Mr. CLEMENS yielded the floor. | down-trodden African, have formed the chief staple || nounced, was one of our domestic institutions, 
y Mr. BERRIEN. Will the Senator from South || of all their discourses. Let me tell them that it || dear to the people where it has its existence—when 


n Carolina say upon what particular point he wishes | would be well to look a little at home. There are 


¢ the Senator from New York knew that interference 
y a statement from me? || at your own doors objects of charity enough, with- | 


in that institution would peril the country in which 


Mr. BUTLER. I have made the statement that || 
Judge Lumpkin, president of one of the temperance || 
societies of Georgia, had written to Father Mathew + 











motion of the cause of temperance. Subsequently, 


out hunting for slaves upon whom to bestow its | 


There are at this very moment, in all your great 


cities, thousands of homeless wretches, destitute | 


no petty larcenies—no outrages upon unprotected 


| 





we live—I understood him to declare that this act 
of that foreigner had his approval; that he sympa- 
thized with him in what he had done; that he was 


American Senate should pay a compliment that I 


e to come to Georgia and lecture; and a similar invi- || of food or raiment, and without a thought or an | ready here in his place, thus sympathizing, to lend 
d tation, | know, has been made by some societies || instinct that is not colored by crime. There are || his powerful aid to carry on his work against the 
n in South Carolina. I know that Judge Lumpkin || hordes of wretched females toiling by day and by || jnstitutions of: the South, and called upon the 
had some difficulty upon the subject, but the pre- || night for a miserable pittance, which only adds to || Amercan Senate to pay him this compliment. aed 
it cise nature of the difficulty I.may not have stated || the horrors of starvation by protracting the agonies Now, sir, what are we called upon todo? To r 
- correctly. That is the point which I wish the || of the sufferer. There are bands of little children pay acompliment never yet paid to any but one, ; t 
Senator from Georgia to correct, so that my friend \| to whom beggary has descended as an inheritance, || who has beeri called, and justly too, the “ Apostle ee 
te from Alabama may be able to go on with his re- | and for whom a State prison is a welcome asylum. || of Liberty ’’—the distinguished Lafayette. : We af 
marks. 1] Misery in all its forms—poverty in all its rags— || are called upon to renew that compliment in favor ¢ 
a Mr. BERRIEN. With the permission of the || sickness and starvation are around you; and yet, || of a man who, I take it upon myself to say, has i. 
- Senator from Alabama, I will answer the inquiry. || with a miserable hypocrisy, you must travel away || committed an act of aggression upon the Ameri- ; 
8 Do I anderstand him to yield the floor? || to the South, and waste your sympathies upon a || can people which years of regret can never efface. 
: Mr. CLEMENS assented. | population who are better clothed, better fed, who |; I may not be understood. I say that it is the 
e Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, I will say, |, work less and live more happily, than four-fifths pleasure of that gentleman to connect the opinions 
) before I make a statement upon the subject, that | || of yourselves. You compel a poor factory girl to || of that distinguished foreigner on the slave ques- 
’ have abstained from taking any part in this dis- perform an amount of labor which is not exacted || tion with the compliment now asked to be paid to 
y cussion, under a strong conviction that it was || from healthy and robust men by the planters of the || him by the American Senate, and he calis upon 
improper, Yet I was strongly tempted, when the || South—separate her from her friends and rela- || men ows represent southern interests to unite with 
. name of one of the citizens of my own State, one || tions—allow no one to visit her without a written || him! & 
, of the most estimable men in that,State, was || pass from an overseer, and all the while thank God Sir, what has been done? He to whom yon xe 
r brought into the discussion, under circumstances | that you are free from the curse of African slavery. propose to pay this compliment in the resolution Ee 
{ which I thought subjected him to misapprehen- || Nay, more; a assume to be of a better and a || now before us, as a man of peace—as one clothed 
; sion, to speak, so far as to relieve him from any | purer race. ou unblushingly assert, on all occa- || with the robes of the church—as one exercising 
, possibility of an improper motive. As I under- || sions, that while the pistol and the bowie knife | among men a moral power unparalleled in the 
. stand the matter, from a letter published by the give law to the South, you are in the constant ob- || world, by the success of his mission ina great and 
: gentleman to whom I have referred—one of the || servance of moral and religious precepts. Sir, I | philanthropic effort—did lend the authority of that 
judges of the Supreme Court—several temperance | admit with regret that there are occasional scenes || position to interfere in that question here while a 
| societies—among the rest that of which he is || of violence among us, and that sometimes we forget foreigner and ina foreign land. Has he retracted? 
president—had addressed to the reverend gentle- i the value of human life; but our offences have || No! And we are told that we are to endorse it. 
man an invitation to visit that State, for the pro- | always a touch of manliness in them. There are || With that sin unexpiated, we are told that the 





an answer was received, probably acquiescing in | 
that invitation. Subsequently to that time, the | 
circumstance occurred to which the honorable | 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hate] has. 


females—no midnight assassirations for money. 
When we stoop to imitate the brute creation, we 
take the lion, not the hyena, for our model. But, 


| while I make the admission that we are not alto- 


referred. In consequence of the refusal of Father || gether free from crime, let me ask how stands the 


Mathew to accept the invitation of the society of 
Boston, a publication was made disclosing the fact 
that Father Mathew, in connection with Mr. 
0°Connell, had some years before, while in Ireland, 
united in an address to the Irish of the United 
States, enjoining upon them the belief that slavery 
's a sin, and calling upon the Irishmen in the 
United States, by every consideration which they 
held valuable, whether as regarded time or eter- 
nity, to unite their strength and powers to destroy 


case with you? The city of New York alone 
furnishes more State prison convicts than the whole 
fifteen southern States together. You tear down 
churches; burn up convents, inhabited by a few 
helpless nuns; get up processions in honor of a 
brutal prize-fighter; and raise riots at the bidding 
of a worthless player, in which scores of lives are 
sacrificed, without dreaming that there is we 
in all this unbecoming the descendants of the Pil- 
i Look at home, I say; correct your 


grim Fathers. 


have said has been paid specially but once. Now, 

sir, [ mean not to express any distrust of that gen- 

tleman’s mission. P entertain for him feelings of 

unbounded respect and gratitude for the great mis- 

sion in which he has embarked. 1 regret ex- 

tremely that in any unguarded moment, if it were 

so, or with any fixed and settled design, he ever 

lent his name to any purpose of such utter disre- 

spect to the American people and their institutions. 

But he did it. And I humbly submit to you, if 
you pay this compliment which is now asked of 
the American Senate, what authority have we that, 
he may not feel; himself called upon to connect his 

mission in some manner with the destruction of 
slavery in the southern States? 






hy 
ay 
as 
} ae 
a 
ex: 
é 
so 
a 
2° 








58 


~~ 





Sir, Ldid not intend to take @ partin this discus- | 
sian. I perfectly concurred with the Senator from 
North Carolioa, [Mr. Baperr;} but a higher de-_ 


gree of importance was given to it by the Senator | 


from New York. I cannot endorse an 
opinion, any such act whatever. 
the regret of those around me that this resolution 
should have been introduced. 
spect to the man; but I cannot give my vote when 
it is recommended to the American people to con- 
nect this compliment with his mission here. 
must, therefore, withhold my vote from the reso- 
lution. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


such 


Humble as I am, sir, I deem | 


I participate in | 


I intend no disre- | 


| apostle of temperance. 


it just to myself, and respectful to the Senate, that | 


I should assign my reasons for voting for this reso- | 
lution. I entertain a regret as profound and sin- 


cere, | presume, as any gentleman upon this floor, | 


that any question has arisen calculated to excite 
feelings not the most felicitous to harmony and to 
good understanding in this body. I cannot view 
thie resolution as some honorable gentlemen do; I 
cannot regard it, sir, as any test of merit beyond 
what the great Apostle of Temperance has mani- 
fested to the world by his advent to this country. 


| sent forth at the inspiration of a patriotic heart, 


| society. 


If I ubderstand it, sir, it is a sentiment responsive } 


to the popular expression manifested in different 
portions of the country, and certainly without any 


| is the manufacture of intemperate men into sober, 
| respectable citizens. 


political intentions, so far as we havea right to | 


judge. It has been demanded by gentlemen, what 
evidence have we that Father Mathew may not, 
on some future occasion, light the torch of discord 
in the South? The fact, sir, that he has refused 
to join the agitators of the North, and thathe has 
declined to encourage avy of the ultra opinions of 


| question may arise, we should consider that the 
|, time has passed by when prudential considerations || 


| They are, sir, inthe American people; they are at 
| the citizen’s heartlistone; they. are in your churches 
| of sacred worship; they are in your court-houses; 


the South, is, to my mind, a proof that he regards | 


hia mission as a mission of peace, and not himself | 
ag the agent of this cause. With a full conviction 
upon my mind that his intention is purely to pro- 
mote the good of mankind—to add to the general 
sum of felicity—I am brought to the conclusion, 
sir, to support the resolution. 

[ cannot see that it is at all connected with any 
political consideration whatever; and | think, from 


hardly yet excluded from the grog-shops in | 
| America. 
| liberty is outraged, while man cannot approach | 
| his dignity, or while the Union is worth preserv- | 


the evidence adduced before the Senate, that the | 


very contrary is his state of feeling now, and that 
he is determined to stand aloof from all the agita- 
tions of this country; but that he might, at one pe- 
riod, from the scenes of misery surrounding him 


in Ireland, as so eloquently described by the Sen- | 


ator from Alabama, have deprecated the horrors 
of slavery in any nation; and believing it as exist- 
ing in the United States far beyond what he saw 
manifested in Ireland, in a moment of immature 
eet compared to those he now wears, he may 
reve performed an act which wasculpable. But 
if it was culpable, he has relieved himself from it 


the agitation which unfortanaely exists in this 
country. IT commend him -fér it, sir. 





| on all oceasions; I will oppose it on no occasion, 


| man, sir, to threaten this Union. 


| first obligation in the way of courtesies was due 
| to each other, for the reason that in this hall the 


He goes || 


not with a torch of discord, but with a bond of || 


peace, reformation, and redemption, to an unfor- 
tunate class in the community. 

I, sir, am a disciple. 1 needed the discipline 
of reformation, and I embraced. it, _[ am proud 
upon this floor to proclaim it, sir; and would that 
1 could enforce the example upon every American 


heart that inflaences or is influenced. by filial affec- | 
tion, conjugal love, or parental tenderness. Yes, 


sir, there is love, purity, and fidelity, inscribed 
upon the banner that he bears. It has nothing to 
do with abolition or with nullification, sir. Away 
with your paltry objection to men who come bear- 
ing the binnacle abeve the tarhid waters which un- 
fortunately roll at the foot of thig mighty Republic! 
It is unfortunate for us, that when great ques- 
tions are presented to the Senate, when the nation | 
thrilis, and when the heart’s core of patriotism is 
wrung with vital affection, then comes up the ob- 


foreigner! 


|| this floor, by a departure from the general rules of || 


| 
' 


| present in the discharge of their public duties, and 
by refusing in the United States to participate in || 


| the use and privileges of the floor were concerned. 
1} : cd 
' gentleman who is commissioned as a Senator has | 
| equal right. 











a 
And yet there is objection—objection in this || approve and practice in more or less degree the us 


Senate! Is it worthy of an American Senate to 
make a victim of a patriot and philanthropist—a 
man whose mission is peace rnd good will on | 


earth? Sir, I will not be guilty of it. My reasons i 


may be imperfect, but I know that my impulses 
are all right. 

Mr. President, if this gentleman were entitled to 
the privilege of the floor by invitation of the Chair, 


It is excluding no other indi- 


selves at the head and front of great moral and 
social revolution, and I will bid them welcome. | 


Lafayette was a coadjutor of liberty—a disciple of |, 
|| liberty. 


Washington was a coadjutor of liberty. 
Father Mathew is a great apostle of temperance, 


by philanthropy of soul, to the United States, to 
extend the benefit of his influence in reforming 
I bid him welcome. It has nothing to 
do, in my opinion, with all the noise of political 
strife, and | am not prepared to combine it with 


that kind, or manufactures of any shape, unless it | 





That is as far as I will go, | 
But I do not think, at all times when this 


sir. 


should be entertafked and cherished in this bedy. 


they are even upon your muster-fields, and are 


Prudential considerations! Sir, while 


ing, prudential considerations are attached to the 
great mind of society. I will cherish it properiy 


but I will venture everything to avert the evils 
threatened; and Iwill never provoke them. 
pot a garrulous old man; nor am [a testy old wo- 
{Laughter.] 

Mr. YULEE said he would vote for the motion 
to lay upon the table. 

If the resolution was meant as a mere act of 
courtesy to the gentleman named, it was sufficient 
reason to determine him against it, that any gen- 


| 
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| upon the table. 


| is a precedent. } all 
| siderations out of view, am not willing to make 
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of stimulating beverages.® 

Mr. Y. said that it was an error to suppose tha; 
any precedent whatever existed for this action 
not even in the case of General Lafayette. T),, 
distinguished soldier of liberty came here as the 


guest of the nation, and among other ceremonies 


| enjoyed a public reception the Senate in | 
shanien, ion a day rake a 
| this is clearly a manifestation of that privilege. It | 

is nothing more. 

| vidual, sir, from the respect we extend to this || 
Let others present them- || 


i A With the cere. 
mony his presence in the chamber ended; and the 


'| right to general admission upon the floor was neve, 


conferred upon him, by resolution or otherwise 
Nay, more—no President of the Republic, not ex. 
cepting Washington, the Father of his Country 
nor any other officer of the Government, has eye 
enjoyed the privilege allowed by this resolution 
of admission within the bar. The general rule of 
privilege, as may be seen by reference to the pam. 
phlet on the Secretary’s desk, is limited to the 
floor or lobby outside of the bar. 

Mr. Y. said, that waiving all other objections he 
might share in with others to this resolution, it 


| would be sufficientin his view that the compliment 
| 
the tariff, nullification, abolition, or anything of || 


proposed was repugnant to the feelings of a respect. 
able portion of the gentlemen whose public duties 


|| were required to be transacted here, and to whom 
| the chamber belonged, as fully and exclusively, as 


to any other portion of that body. 
Mr. BADGER renewed his motion to lay the 


|| resolution upon the table. 


Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 
Mr. CALHOUN. Not supposing that the yeas 


_and nays would be called for, I have abstained 


from making any remarks upon the question. If 


| the Senate will indulge me in a few remarks—— 


The VICE PRESIDENT. With the unazi- 
mous consent of the Senate, the gentleman may 
proceed. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Mr. President, I intend to 
limit my remarks simply to the question of laying 

It is now ascertained that there 
is no precedent whatever to justify the resolution. 


| We are therefore to make a precedent of this case; 
Tam || 


for let our vote be either affirmative or negative, it 
Now, sir, setting all other con- 


a precedent. It appears to me that the Senate 
itself ought to come to the conclusion, from this 


| very debate, of the impropriety of making this 


| 


a precedent. 


It has now occupied us for hours, 
bringing 


up a discussion which, so far as the gen- 


tleman belonging to the body objected to it. The || tleman is concerned who is the subject-matter of 


Senators were not only entitled, but obliged to be | 
it was therefore more important that regard should 
be had for the feelings and satisfaction of each 
other than of those who were outside, so far as | 


This is the chamber of the Senate, in which each 





No part of the Senate, though it be 
a majority, has any proper right to introduce upon | 


| the body, any person whose presence may render 


| public trust. 


the hall less comfortable to any one of those who 
occupy it by legal right, and for the execution of a 
The feelings and comfort of those 


| whose duties oblige their presence here, ought not 
| to be sacrificed to the gratification of any individ- 


ual whose presence no public oceasion requires. 
We owe this toa kind and respectful consideration 
towards each other, and to the harmonious internal 


|| relations of the body, upon which its public use- 


fulness so much depends. It would be sufficient 
reason with him, therefore, that a single objection 


nyo , | was made to its adoption. 
jection to courtesy and civility toa foreigner. A | 


But the reasons strongly stated by the Senator 


Yes, sir; from the land of our ances- | from North Carolina [Mr. Bavcer] were. very 


tors, from Erin’s isle he-came; and he came on a || conyincing to him; and carrying the argument be- 


mission of peace and good-will. 
this little testimon 
come here among 


e representatives of millions? 


And could not || yond the inconvenience of the precedent, it was 
of respect indicate his wel- | 
| 


plain to him that the proposed action was wrong 
on the score of principle. If the resolution was not 


Could not they in courtesy receive him, and ex- || meant merely as a courtesy, but was designed as 


tend to him the hand of res 


pect and the embrace || a judgment upon the cause in which Mr. Mathew 
of love? It would not be the individual alone | was engaged, the Senate would be departi 


from 


that they would elevate; but it would be the cause _ its legitimate sphere of political action, and assu- 
of morality; it would enable him.to exert.a good | ming the authority of censor morum, It would be 
pnfluence upon the minds of those who are to be | undertaking to consider questions of abstract mor- 
the beneficiaries. of American mothers, American || als, and pass in judgment upon the manners of the 


A amma ey brothers, fathers, and parents— | 
ahi. 


5 





it, must wound his feeljngs much more than the 
compliment would heal them. The Senate now 
sees that Mr. Mathew cannot possibly receive the 
united invitation of thisbody. It must be a divided 
vote. The compliment, if it be passed, will be 
weakened; and I submit it to every Senator, 
whether it will not be more acceptable to his feel- 
ings to lay it upon the table, upon the ground that 
we do not choose to make a precedent, than to 
vote for it dividedly. 

The Senator from Louisiana behind me, [Mr. 
Downs,} urges the reason for making this a precg 
dent, that it is extraordinary; that the occasion is 
peculiar, and can scarcely hereafter be repeated. 
Sir, the very fact that it is extraordinary, is a 
motive for not making itaprecedent. If you vote 
it down in a strong case, it will establish the rule 
so that it cannot be broken over hereafter, And if 
you vote affirmatively upon it, it will draw afier it 
atrain that it will be impossible to resist. You 
may refuse this on the ground that there is no pre- 
cedent; but if you make a precedent, then, when 

ou come to object hereafter to a resolution of this 
kind, it becomes a question of merit, Now, sit, 
gentlemen know, upon a question of merit how 
difficult it is to decide. 

Sir, I must say that, in many respects, we do 
not respect ourselves as much as we ought. There 
is not a parliamentary body in the world that ex- 
tends compliments. of this kind. In the British 
Parliament it is a high honor to be introduced by 
a distinguished member of either House privately. 
No foreigner or other man to expect such & 
compliment from the United States. We owe 
more to ourselves than to give it; and: especially 
as this goes far beyond any other—admitting him 
within the bar.of the Senate. Sir, I do hope the 
Senate will pause before they give an affirmative 
vote. I hape they will. consider it, and settle it, 


citizens of the country—some of whom, in the ex- |, that compliments.of this kind ere not to be expecied 
ercise of a rightful personal liberty, may choose to |! from us. : 
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Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, | have been very 
forcibly struck by the remarks which have just | 
‘alien from the honorable Senator from South | 
Carolina, (Mr. Ca.nown;] and from the reasons | 
sated by him in opposition to the resolution under 
consideration, I feel constrained to ask of the hon- | 
orable Senator from Wisconsin, (Mr. Warker,} 
with the unanimous consent of the Senate, which 
jcannot doubt will be yielded, that he will with- 
jraw his resolution. It is evident that it cannot 
ve adopted unanimously; andeif adopted by a 
simple majority, it will do but little honor to the 
reverend gentleman in whose favor it was intro- 
duct WALKER. Mr. President, I have already 
said, sir, that in offering this resolution, I did it 
only regarding the individual to whom it refers as 
a reformer in the temperance cause. I very little | 
anticipated this debate; 1 had no idea that such a | 
debate would grow out of it; and I do not expect 
to be more surprised at any debate during this 
session of the Senate. Gentlemen speak of the 
danger of miaconstruction of their position. I have || 
been the subject of misconstruction, but it has not 
yet gone to such an extent as to win me to the 
conclusion that upon any occasion that arises here 
| must not act upon my own judgment. Gentle- | 
men upon the one side may charge mé as much as 
they please with voting an abolition vote; and 
upon the other side they may charge me as much 
as they please with casting a pro-slavery vote, in 
offering that resolution. It is a matter of entire 
indifference to me from which side the charge 
comes. 1 stand before the country in the position 
of having shown some little disregard to miscon- 
struction. 1 occupy that position. I care not | 
from which side misconstruction comes. I hold | 
that no man, by a speech here, can make me | 
occupy a position other than that in which L place 
myself. If the Senator from New York {Mr. | 
Sewarp] has said anything caleulated to embar- | 
rass gentlemen, they know whether they oceupy | 
the position in point of fact which he has ascribed || 
to them, or not. If, upon either side, speeches | 
have been made placing gentlemen in a position || 
they do not like to oceupy, it is for them to con- } 
sider whether they occupy it or not. 

My ideas of duty are these: No gentleman has 
aright, by his speech, to place we in one position | 
oranother. I would be very willing to withdraw | 





| because either a reward for services expected to be 





this resolution if the debate had not come up—if | 


nothing had been said of the character. of the ze- | 


marks which have been made; but I cannot do it | 
now; not, however, because it has been announced | 
that he is anti-slavery, or that heis not sufficiently 
pro-slavery. & look upon Mr. Mathew as a phi- 


lanthropic reformer, a temperance advocate; and, || member of the temperance society, ora leader in 


as such, he has certainly dene more good in this | 
country than any other. While, therefore, I oc- | 
cupy that position myself, I care not in what po- | 
sition others may, by their speeches, think proper 

io’place me. 1 propose that resolution as a com- 
pliment to Father Mathew as a great temperance | 





—_ 


the resolution. But there are other considerations || this resolution, I were to present, in addition to 
which, since it has been decided to take a vote on || the name of Father Mathew, the name of a diatin- 
the merits of the resolution, | wish very briefly to | guished citizen of my own State, alike celebrated 
present. || in the cause of temperance, and in all the virtues 
Asan organized body, we are charged with the || that constitute the Christian and the minister, what 
public business which comes legitimately before || disposition would you make of such an amend- 
us; in our character, ofrepresentatives weare bound || ment? Shall we make this a precedent? I dis- 
to guard the interesta confided to us. Political || connect this question from’ all the circumstances 
uestions and the public agents of the United || that have been thrown around it, and view the 
es constitute the proper objects of our inquiry || object above them, and go upon principle. I trust 
and decision. We may give testimonials for pub- || that Father Mathew will so understand it. My 
lie services rendered to the United States. By || objection to the resolution is an objection to the 
thanks, medals, swords, resolutions, we often at- || precedent which it will establish. [I believe sin- 
test the value of services rendered by.public officers; | cerely that the views of the Senator from South 
but the virtue or exaltation of private character, || Carolina are in accordance with the dignity of this 
the merits of the philanthropist, the savant, or the | body. 
artist, come not within the sphere of our official || r. FOOTE, Mr. President, I rise to etate 
duties. We have no charter to grant diplomas for || that, though | have not at all changed my opinion 
private virtues, nor for sidhatbetnie labors, nor || in regard to the merits of the venerable pevensage 
for contributions to art or to science. It may be || whom it is proposed, by the resolution before us, 
very well for Senators, as individuals, to express || to accord a seat upon the floor, yet the reasons as- 
their commendation and high regard for the ser- || signed by the honorable Senator from Souwh Caro- 
vices of Father Mathew in thecause of temperance, || lina [Mr. Catnouy] for refusing to establish a new 
but it does not belong to the Senate to reward such }| preremets seem to me too cogent to be resisted. 
services; nor, in my opinion, is it proper that we, || | supposed that the honorable Senator from Wis- 
in our official capacity, should entertain any such || consin had certainly looked into the precedents of 
question. We have enough of labor, and causes || this body before he offered his resolution. I had 
enough to disturb its peaceful course, without in- || no idea that the adoption of it would be an inno- 
volving ourselves in the individual discriminations || vation upon all former usages. This seems evi- 
which belong to lodges, to societies, and to colleges. || dently to be the case. However much I may 
Elsewhere let his merits as a temperance reformer || esieem the illustrious Apostle of Temperance, I 
be measured—not here, not here. || shall not vote to establish a new precedent, in op- 
Mr. President, this resolution is an unprece- || position to the judgments of so many worthy Sen- 
dented compliment, and extraordinary in its nature, | ators, even to do him honor. 
The question being then taken upon the adoption 
performed, or for those which have been rendered | Of the resolution, it was decided in the affirmative 
to a foreign country, of which, as the Senate of the |, —yeas 33, nays 18, as follows: 
United States, we cannot take cognizance. Many || YEAS—Messrs, Baldwin, Belly Bradbury, Bright, Cass, 
things which affect the human race beneficially or || Ce, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, 


«tetas . : Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Downs, Feich, Greene 
ees have no such connection with the |, Hamlin, Houston, Jones, Mangam, Miller, Norris, Seward, 
overnment as to wairant us in taking official || Shieids, Smith, Soulé, Stewart, Sturgeon, Underwood, Up- 


notice of them. Our actiun here must be limited || nn veeiee, Wathen, ont Wehent aay 
re ; it AY S—Messrs,. Atchison aoger, Berrnen orland, But 
— ee ae | ler, Calboun, Clemens, Davis ot Micsieslppi. Dawson, Foote, 
. oe ’ : ‘ ‘S || Hunter, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Turney, 
which, as individuals, we might entertain. his || and Yulee—18. 
is not a temperance meeting, but a session of the So the resolution was adopted. 
Senate; and we are here as the representatives of 
constituents, charged with transacting the public | STANDING COMMITTEES. 
busineds, from which this is wholly apart. || Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise, Mr. President, 
_ Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, before the vote | prior to the adjournment, to ask the Senate to 
is taken on this resolution, I think it necessary || correct a mistake. I find that, as the committees 
that I should say a word. ‘This is a question cf || are reported, my name is recorded upon three of 
privucge. Ihave asked mysé@¥ what part of the | them—Public Lands, Territories, and Claims. In 
character of this distinguished advocate of temper- || conversing with the gentlemen who arranged this 
ance we were proposing to honor by granting this || business, I understand that my name was placed 
extraordinary privilege. Is it because he is a || upon the Committee on Public Lands by mistake, 
| and that Mr. Corwin was intended to be placed 
the great temperance reform? If that is the reason \ there. I hope that my name will, by universal 
why we are to grant this great privilege, are there || consent, be stricken from this committee, and Mr. 
not thousands of individuals within the limits of || Conwin’s be placed in its stead. 
our own country, who are as well worthy of the || Mr.SMITH. Il can confirm the statement made 
distinction on that ground? Is it because he is a |, by the honorable Senator from Kentucky; and aa 
minister of the Gospel, and, perhaps, has nobly || | am personally, in some degree, responsible for 














reformer, and nothing else. I am willing to en- || discharged his duty in that capacity? If itis on || this mistake, 1 am very anxious that the Senate 
dorse his philanthropic course; and I hope it will || that ground, have we not thousands in our own | should correct it. As the commitiees were ar- 


be endorsed by the Senate of the United States. I || coantry whose whole lives have been devoted to the 
hope now that the Senate will not understand me | 


as intending t6 place them in an unpleasant or em- 
barrassing situation; and I hope every one will | 
disembarrass himself by the consciousness that he 


ranged, or rather asghe members of the committees 
interests of humanity? Have we no man within || which have been assigned to this side of the cham- 
the limits of the United States, who is entitled to || ber were arranged, Mr. Corwin was designed for 
receive this privilege on the part of the Senate of || the Committees on the Public Lands, on Agricul- 
the United States? If we seta precedent of this |, ture, and Engrossed Bills; and the honorable Sena- 


is doing right, in whatever position others may |) sort, what is to he the limit of it? If you say that || tor from Kentucky (Mr. Unperwoop} was de- 


think proper to place him. ‘ 

The qiestion being then taken upon the motion | 
to lay the resolution on the table, it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 19, nays 34, as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Borland, But- | 
ler, Calhoun, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Hun- 
ter, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Sebastian, Tur- 
"HAYS Mame neninne, bon, Brasbis Bright, Cass 

. rs. > ’ 
Chase, Clark, Clay Cougar Davia of neemivanttes Dic 
inson, Dodge of iowa, Douglas, Downs, Feich, Foute, 
Scrat Se ee bese pans 
’ ’ elds, ’ 

Upham, Wales, Walker, and womb ot . 
_The VICE PRESIDENT then stated the ques- 
ton on the adoption of the resolation, and the yeas 
and nays were demanded and ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. When I addressed 
the Senate in the early part of this debate, my re- 
marks were directed to a single point which had 
been forced upon my notice. The objection then 
made was sufficient to control my vote — 
question of laying the resolution on the » and 
would alone suffice to decide my final vote upon 


the great leader of the temperance reform in an- || signed to be placed on the Committees on Terri- 
other country may receive it, will not the answer || torics and Claims. I have the original memoranda 
be, have you not great leaders in your own coun- || before me, but in transferring the names to the 
try? If it be said that it is because a distinguished | paper from which my honorable friend from North 
minister of the Gospel is among us, it will be re- | Carolina submitted them to the Senate, there was 
plied that there are others equally distinguished || so little timeallowed me that this mistake occurred. 
and deserving in our own country. || As the appointments now stand upon the Journal 
When we come to confer a diaioetion of this || of the Senate, the distinguished and honorable 
sort, I beg you to consider that there are various || Senator from Ohio was assigned to the Committees 
denominations of Christians in the country. There || on Agriculture and Engrossed Bills; and I should 
are Catholics.and there are Protestants; and it is | be very much mortified—as | am in some 
not, in my opinion, the province of this body to | responsible—if this error is not corrected. 
make a precedent in favor of one class in prefer- || No objection being made, it was ordered that 
ence to another. Disconnected from his character || the Journal be corrected by the substitution of the 
as a temperance lecturer or a temperance reformer, | name of Mr. Corwin upon the Committee on 
is there a on this floor that would vote | Public Lands for that of Mr. Unpenwoop. 
this high compliment to the cee nn to|| Mr. NORRIS. Mr. President, I perceive by 
whom it is proposed to be paid? 1 have every || the printed list that my name ison the Committees 
| 








feeling of kindness for him; and no man would go | on Claims, on Revolutionary Claims, and en the 
further in a to him hospitality and testi- 
monials of feeling; but I am unwilling that 
the Senate Id establish this precedent. Sup- 


Patent Office. 1 presume it was by misiake that 
my name was put — the Committee on Kx -olu- 
tionary Claims, i ask the Senate to excuse me 
from serving on that committee. 


pose that now, for the purpose of embarrassing 


5 
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Mr. BORLAND submitted the following reso- | 


lution; which lies over under the rule : | amendment had been rejected, withdrew his motion 
Resotred, That the Committee on Printing be permitted || t0 lay on the table. 


to employ a clerk, and that he be allowed such a rate of | 


compensation as is usually allowed in such cases. | House in which he sat, the distinct understanding 
A motion, that when the Senate adjourn it || had been that the amendment of the gentleman 
should be to meet on Monday next, was made and | from Ohio (Mr. Carrer] had been agreed to. 


negatived. 
n motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Fripay, December 21, 1849. t 
The Journfil of yesterday was read and approved. | resolution should not be laid upon the table. 


PRAYERS AND FASTING. 
Mr. VAN DYKE rose, and sent to the Clerk’s 


table the following resolution, which was read by | 


the Clerk: 


Resolved, ‘That a committee of two members be appointed 
by the Cierk, to invite the different clergymen of the city of 
Washington to open the sessions of this House with prayer, 
until a regular Chaplain shall be appointed. 


Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table. 


The reading of the resolution having been called | 


for, it was again read. 


Mr. WQOD was understood to say, that he | 


had received some petitions from his constit- 
uents remonstrating against the appointment of 
regular chaplains. The delay which had occurred 


in the organization of the House had prevented || 


him from presenting these petitions. In the mean 
time, not being prepared to vote for the resolution, 
he would move that it be laid on the table. 


Mr. JONES suggested that it had yesterday | 
been decided that no resolution was in order while || 


the election of Speaker was pending. 
[Cries to order.] 


The Crerx stated the question to be on the mo- || 


tion that the resolution be laid on the table. 


And the question thereon was taken, and deci- |) 


ded in the negative—ayes 49, nays 74. 
So the resolution was not laid on the table. 
The question then recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution— 


Mr. KAUFMAN moved to amend it by stri- | 


king out the latter portion (which limits its opera- 


tion to the time when a regular Chaplain shall be | 


appointed. ) # 
Mr. K. said he desired to set how long the 


House could obtain prayers without compensa- | 


tion. 

Mr. JONES moved toamend the amendment by 
adding a proviso that no compensation should | 
hereafter be made for such prayers. 


On a suggestion from the Crier« that the ques- | 


tion should first be taken on the motion of the 


gentleman from Texas (Mr. Kaurman,] Mr. J. || 


waived his motion for the moment. 

‘The question was then taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Kaurman, and was decided in the negative— 
ayes 22, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. JONES now moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by adding, at the end thereof, the words, 
‘“* Provided that no compensation shall hereafter be 


made to such clergyman out of the contingent fund || 


of the House or otherwise.”’ 

And the question on the said amendment was 
taken, and decided in the negative without a 
division. , 

So the amendment was rejected. 

And the question again recurring on the adop- 
tion of the resolution— 


the end thereof, the words, ‘‘and that the House | DEBATE. 


do fast during the said period.” 


Mr. CARTER moved to amend it by adding, at || the table. | 
j 
} 


‘, | . Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, rose and sent to || 
ee _< sa area p aaenh shesnominns the CLerx’s table a resolution which he desired to || 


And the question was taken, but with what 
result became afterwards a matter of controversy. 
The reporter understood the amendment to have 
been declared ado 





| Mr. ROOT, under the supposition that the | 


| 


Mr. JONES submitted that in the part of the 


Some conversation followed. 
|| Tellers were called for. 

Mr. STANLY moved that the resolution be laid || 
|| upon the table. 
|| Mr. VENABLE rose to a point of order. He | 
|| submitted that the House had decided that the | 
‘| Mr. ALLEN rose, he said, not for the purpose | 
|| of debating the matter, but—— 
| {Loud calls to order. } 
|| Mr. ALLEN (continuing.) Simply to inform | 
|| gentlemen 
|| Mr. VENABLE. I call the gentleman to order. || 
|| Mr. ALLEN, (continuing.) Simply to inform || 
|| gentlemen 
Loud cries to order. ] 
he CLterx. The Clerk will put the question || 
| of order to the House. The gentleman from Mas- || 
| sachusetts is proceeding to debate 
| Mr. ALLEN. Not to debate, sir. | 
The Crerk, (continuing.) And he is called to 
| order 
| Mr. ALLEN, (interposing.) [t is not my pur- | 
| pose to debate, but simply to inform gentlemen—— 

















{Loud cries to order. } || 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved || 
that the House adjourn until to-morrow, at twelve | 
o’clock. 
The motion was not pressed. 
The Crerx. The question before the House is | 
| on laying the resolution and amendment on the 
table. 
Mr. CARTER asked that his amendment might 
| be again read. : 
_ And it was accordingly read. 
‘|| The Crerk again stated the question. 
_- Mr. ALLEN (who had not taken his seat du- 
| ring these interruptions) now said: Am I entitled | 
| to the floor? 
[Cries of ** Quesiion’’—*‘ No debate’’—and calls | 
| to order. 
| 





Mr. ALLEN. Iclaim the floor, but not to de- 
| bate. 

| TheCxrerk. The question is on laying the res- 
| olution and amendment on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN. 1 rise to inform the House of a || 
| fact, and not to debate 





[Calis to order.] , 
Mr. ALLEN, (continuing.) That is to say, that 
gentlemen may know 

{Loud cries to order. ] 
| SJr. ALLEN, (continuing.) What I understood 
| to be the fact, that some of the clergymen in this 
|; city are suspected of being abolitionists. 
(Call to order, and roars of laughter. ] 








| r. VENABLE. | call the gentleman from || 
|| Massachusetts to order. 
|| ‘The question was again stated by the CLerx to 
|| be on laying the resolution and amendment on the 
table. 
Mr. VAN DYKE called for the yeas and nays || 
on that motion. 
Mr. V. D. also demanded tellers on ordering | 
| the yeas and nays; but tellers and the yeas and || 
nays were both refused. 
And the question was then taken and decided | 





‘| in the affirmative without a division. 
|| So the resolution and amendment were laid on || 





, offer, and which was read in the following words: 

Resolved, Thatthe rule adopted on the lth instant, pro- 
hibiting debate until a Speaker shall have been elected, be 
and the same is hereby suspended until the committees, 
appointed by the Whig and Democratic parties wo confer 











Mr. VAN D KE now called for the question || upon the matter of organizing the House, shal] have re- 


on the resolution as amended. 


The Cierx put the question. * 
Mr. ROOT moved that the resolution asamended 


ported. 


|| The resolution having been read— 
| Mr. CASEY moved that it be laid on the table. 





tion that the resolution be laid on the table, A 
the CLerk put the question, and stated that feos 
the sound he thought it was decided in the affirms, 


tive. ' 

Mr. CLINGMAN ealled for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Hamp 
and Levin of Pennsylvania were appointed. y 

And the question, ‘‘ Shall this resolution be laid 
uipon the table ?”” was then taken, and the affirms. 
tive vote was announced as 119. 

So (a majority of the whole number of member, 
elected having voted in the affirmative) the resoly. 
tion was laid on the table. 

Mr. ASHMUN rose, and proceeded to remark 
that he thought it must be very obvious to boi} 
sides of the House that the motion 

[Loud calls to order. ]} 

Mr. ASHMUN. I move that the House aj. 





| journ until Monday at twelve o’clock. 


Mr. CLINGMAN called for the yeas and hays 
on that motion. 

The Crers. It is moved by the gentlemay 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Asmmun] that when this 
House adjourns, it adjourn to-meet on Monday 
next at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. ASHMUN. That is not my motion. |; 
is, that the House do now adjourn until Monday 
at twelve o’clock. 

The Crerk so stated the motion, and put to the 
House the demand of Mr. Cinema for the yeas 


|| and nays. 


They were ordered, and having been taken, 


| were—yeas 71, nays 143. 


So the House refused to adjourn to Monday 


|; next. 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved that the 
House adjourn until to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 

Tellers were ordered and appointed, (Measrs, 
Cuirmeman of North Carolina and Rosinsow of 
Indiana.) * 

And the question having been taken, the affirm. 
ative vote was declared to be 123. 

The Crerk announced that a majority of the 
whole number of members elected having voted 
in the affirmative, the motion to adjourn was 
agreed to. : 

Mr. CROWELL demanded the yeas and nays, 

The Crerk stated the demand, and was pro- 
ceeding to ascertain if it was sustained, when— 

Mr. JONES rose to a point of order. It was 
this: that a majority of the House had voted in 
favor of adjournment; and that the House, there- 
fore, stood adjourned until to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock, We can (remarked Mr. J.) decide the 
question as to the yeas and nays to-morrow. 

Mr. LEVIN (in another part of the House) 
suggested that the House had already adjourned, 
the Cierk having announced the vote. 

The Cierx put the question of order raised by 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] to the 
House in this form: ‘* That the question on the 
yeas and nays could not be put, because the House, 
by its own motion, had already adjourned.”’ 

[Much confusion and great merriment. | 

Mr. CROWELL demanded the yeas and nays 
on the point of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the point of order 
be laid — the table. ‘ 

Mr. CROWELL demanded the yeas and nays 
on that motion, but did not press the demand. — 

The question was then taken, ‘‘ Shall the point 
of order be laid upon the table?”’ and was decided 


in the affirmative. 


So the point of order was laid on the table. 

The question then recurred on ordering the yeas 
and nays on the motion that the House adjourn. 

Mr. JONES. That question has been already 
decided ——— 

Cries to order. } 

r. JONES, (continuing.) And the House 
stands adjourned—— 

Cries to order.]} : 

r. JONES, (continuing.) I make the point 
of order now. 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether it would not 
be in order for every member who thought tha! 
the House had adjourned to go away? For his 
own part, not thinking that the House had wé- 


be laid upon the table. ‘ | Mr. KAUFMAN made a similar motion. | journed, he should sta 
A conversation now took place, asto theactionof | Mr. ROOT remarked, that not having heard the || 
the House on Mr. Canrer’s amendment about the | reading of the resolution, he would ask that it be || 


fasting—some members insisting that the Clerk 


| again read. Cc 


had declared that amendment to have been adopted, | And the resolution was read accordingly. \| 


and others taking the contrary ground, 


The Crers stated the question to be on the mo- || 


Mr. McCLERNAND madea remark or sugge* 
a of which nothing was heard on the left of the 
air. 
Mr. BINGHAM rose to a point of order. |! 
was understood to be this: that the motion to lay 
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on the table the question of order carried with it 
,jso the motion to adjourn. ‘ 4 

Mr. VENABLE objected that this was piling 
one point of order upon another. : 

The Crerx. The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
CrowELL] has demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, Catmbposiig,* My question of 
order is, that the point of order having been laid 
ypon the table, this House stands adjourned until 
o-morrow at twelve o’clock. : 

Several voices: ‘*That is no question of order.”’] 

ee House and the Clerk seemed to take a 
breathing spell for a few moments, during which 
there was a sort of pause. : 

The CierK then stated the point of order of the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jones] to be: that 
the House did now —— stand adjourned until 
to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 

{Roars of laughter. ] , 3 
The CLerK put the question on the point of 
order, and the affirmative vote having been taken— 

Mr. SCHENCK submitted whether the gentle- 
man from Tennessee (Mr. Jones] could raise a 

int of order after the House had adjourned, for 
the gentleman said that the House had adjourned. 

Mr. JONES. I have a right to stay here as 
long as any one else. [Roars of laughter.] 

The CLerx. The point of order of the gentle- 
man from ‘Tennessee is before the House; that is, 
that the House stands adjourned—— 

[Roars of laughter. } 

Mr. JONES. Did not the majority vote to ad- 
journ? You said soyMr. Clerk; and that was the 
decision of the House. 

The Crerx. Gentlemen in favor of the point 
of order will say aye. 

The vote was taken. ° 

The Crerx. The House sustains the point of 
order; therefore, this House stands adjourned un- 
til to-morrow, at twelve o’clock. 

So the House adjourned. 
IN SENATE. 

Fripay, December 21, 1849. 

Mr. Wesster appeared in his seat. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States by Col. Briss, his Private Sec- 
retary. 

Me. WALKER moved that the Chair fill the 
vacancy in the Committee of Revolutionary Claims, 
occasioned by Mr. Norris having been excused 
from serving on the same; which motion was 
agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT nominated Mr. 
Cuase, of Ohio, to fill said vacancy. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Boranp, came up in its order: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be authorized 
to employ a clerk, to whom the usual iem compensa- 
tion shall be paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 

The question having been put by the Chair, the 
motion appeared to have been lost, from the sound 
of the noes. 

Mr. BUTLER suggested that the resolution had 
better be laid on the table, as the Senator who sub- 
mitted it was not then in his seat. If he were, 
probably he might be able to show the necessity 
of the adoption of the resolution; and he would 
therefore move that‘it be laid on the table for the 
present. 

Mr. HAMLIN said if the Senator from South 
Carolina would withdraw his motion to lay it on 
the table, perhaps he, as chairman of the commit- 
tee, might satisfy the Senate as to the necessity of 
its adoption. 

The motion having been withdrawn— 

Mr. H. adverted to the very arduous duty im- 
posed on the Committee of Printing, and showed 
that the committee could not get on with its duties 
without the aid of a clerk. 

The question was then put on the adoption of 
the resolution, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD desired to present a me- 
Pe but it was raled to be out of order by the 

air, 

Mr. BERRIEN moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of Executive business; which 
Motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT ordered the galleries 
to be cleared; and after some time spent in Execu- 
live session, the doors were redpened. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate 
opens, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


' 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. of tha yepee- 
Sarurpay, December 22, 1849. sentatives of the people in this Hall, when a ques- 


|| tiow of so grave import is to be determined by this 

The a . es aneeyan. i oy ae the rights of my ‘anilannetn, 

. |, and the whole le, and the integrity of the Con- 
Mle ee of Tennessee, rose and = | stitution? SN vara 
that he desired to present a proposition to the || Mr. ROOT, (interrupting.) That is precisel 
House. He presumed that, under the rule which | the question t wished hoon posh aun 
had been adopted, it would not be in order to de- || | was gagged down. I call the gentleman from 
bate it. He would, however, be permitted to say, || Georgia to order. I object to his proceeding, un- 
that it was a proposition known to have been pre- | less the same right is extended to others. 
sented on the part of the committee appointed by Mr. TOOMBS, (to Mr. Root.) Ideny your 
the Whig caucus, to confer with a similar com- || authority to interrupt me. By what authority 
mittee appointed by the Democratic caucus—— does the gentleman from Ohio interrupt me? The 

Mr. ROOT, (interposing.) Is this in order un- || House has no rules by which it can enforce its 
der the resolution prohibiting debate? || ordefs. 

Mr. STANTON. I do not mean to debate. Mr. ROOT. By the same authority under 
Mr. ROOT. I know it. But it is talk, and | which the House called me to order yesterday. 
that is out of order. | Mr. TOOMBS. I deny the right of the gentle- 

The Crerx. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. | man from Ohio to call me to order. I claim the 
Root) rises tc a point of order. || constitutional right of the freedom of speech, and 

Mr. TOOMBS rose, and claimed the right to be || [ deny that this House, under the law of 1789, 
heard as to the power of this House to pass the | has the right to pass such an order. 
order prohibiting debate. || Mr. ROOT, (interrupting.) If the House will 

{Calis to order. } a : || let the gentleman speak, and gag down another, 

Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) I desire to show || let them do it. I protest against it, in the name of 
that this House has not the constitutional power || justice and my constituents. 

ass any rule of order. || Mr. TOOMBS. I demand to know by what 
(Loud cries to order from all parts of the || rule the gentleman from Ohio interrupts me. 
ouse. | eo Wea ita STANLY. Mr. Clerk, I cali forthe read- 
Mr. ‘TOOMBS, (continuing.) I intend to insist || ing of the rule adopted by the House on the 14th 
upon it as a constitutional right, at all hazards. instant. That (addressing Mr. Toomss) is the 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, called the gen- | rule by which the gentleman has the right to call 
tleman from Georgia to order. _ || you to order. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The gentleman will take his ||" Mr. TOOMBS. You have no rule. I don’t 
seat. Noman has the right to call meto order. | yield the floor. Where is the rule that gives the 

Mr. STANTON. But I had the floor. || gentleman the right to call me to order when [ am 

Mr. TOOMBS. It was giventome. | upon the floor exercising my right to debate? 

Mr. ROOT. If haveno objection to hearing the || Mr. STANLY. The rule of the 14th instant, 
gentleman, if the — oe is extended to all. || prohibiting debate until after the election of 
But I have been gagged down once, and | object | Speaker. The majority of the House having 
to other gentlemen proceeding. adopted that rule, it is the duty of each member to 

Mr. TOOMBS. lam upon the floor, and there obey it. 
is no rule of this House by which any gentleman | r. TOOMBS. There is no such rule. The 
can interrupt me, or by which any order of this || majority of the House having refused to adopt the 
House can be enforced. || rules of the House, there is no rule by which the 

Mr. STANTON. I appeal to the gentleman | gentleman can call me to order. The majority of 
as a matter of courtesy between him and me. | the House must adopt rules for their own govern- 
was on the floor addressing the House—— | ment before they can ware any rules. The swict 

Mr. TOOMBS, (interrupting.) Asa matter of | observance of rules and of first principles is the 
courtesy I yield to the gentleman. | only security for a minority. 


Mr. STANTON, (continuing.) And certainly Mr. VAN DYKE. I call the gentleman to 
you will not take the floor from me. 


| order. 

Mr. INGE. | ask the gentleman from Tennes- Mr. TOOMBS. I deny the right of any man 
see [Mr. Stanton] to yield the floor to me to sub- on this floor to call me to order; and Ido not yield 
mit a motion to rescind this rule. || the floor for that purpose—I do not yield. 

[Cries of ** Agreed, agreed.’’} || Mr. VAN DYKE. NorlI either. 1 claim the 

Mr. STANTON yielded. : right to require the gentleman to observe the order 

Mr. INGE moved that the resolution of the 14th | of the House. 
instant, prohibiting debate until the election of Mr. TOOMBS. Very well; the gentleman may 
Speaker, be rescinded. _ | call; he may violate the decorum of the House 

Mr. PECK said, if the motion were adopted, it || and of debate, if he please; but 1 have the floor, 
would open the door to discussion upon every || and I shall exercise my right of discussion. 
subject. He moved so to amend the motionasto |, Mr. DUER. Iam willing to hear the gentleman 
allow debate alone upon resolutions looking to an | from Georgia, and I propose that the unanimous 
organization of the House. ; |, consent be given, to ie that gentleman, and all 

his amendment was not insisted upon. | other gentlemen, to discuss the point. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The question before the House || Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) There is no rule 
is on the motion to rescind the rule. Is the gen- | of this House to enforce its order; and if this 
tleman from Alabama upon the floor? | _Heuse say they will not hear me upon the conati- 

Mr. INGE. No. 1 make the motion. I do | tutional question 
not propose to debate it. - Calls to order. } 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS inquired of the gentleman from |! r. BAKER. 1 move that by unanimous con- 
Tennessee, (Mr. Sranton,] if he yielded the floor? || sent the gentleman from Georgia be allowed to 

Mr. STANTON. 1 do, if it is understood that | debate this question. 

1 am to have the floor as soon as the question is || (Cries of ‘* No, no”—* Repeal your rule, and 
decided. 1 have no objection to its being debated. | allow every gentleman to speak.’”] 
I yield the floor for that purpose. Mr. BAKER. I make that distinct motion. I 

Mr. INGE, (to Mr. Toomss.) I hope the gen- | call upon the Clerk to put the question. 
tleman from Georgia will yield to my motion, and Mr. TOOMBS. If the House see fit to give the 
allow the question to be put. If the House vote! unanimous consent, | have no objection; but I de- 
it down, the gentleman can then make his point. || sire itto be understood, I waive noright. | demand 

Mr. TOOMBS (still remaining upon the floor) | asa right, in the name of my constituents, to be 
said: I desire to be heard, to show this House \ heard. ( 
that they had no right to pass such anorderas || Mr. INGE called attention to the fact that the 
they adopted on the 14th instant; that, according | motion ofthe gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Baker} 
to the Constitution and the act of Congress of could not be received, as theré was already a ques- 

1789, this House has not the right to pass shat or | tion pending upon his motion to rescind the reso- 
any other rule. That is the simple question. I || lution of the 14th instant. 
wish to address myself to that point. Will not || The Crerx, (to Mr. Toomss.) Will the gen- 
gentlemenjinquire whether they have the right to | tleman from Georgia allow me to put the question 
pass so important a rule, which abridges the free- | upon the motion to rescind the rule? 
dom of speech, and violates the Constitution of | Mr. TOOMBS. No. I heve the floor. I deny 
the country? Is it true that the majority shall 1 the constitutional right of this House to pass that 


| demand absolute silence on the 
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resoletinh, ot ary other rele ‘or resolution. {t is 
an undutterized ai gem 

freedom’ of wpéeth. The Constite tion and the law 
of 17ape 

Loud calls to order.] 

r. TOOMBS, You may cry order, gentlemen, 
till the heavens fall; you cannot take this place 
from mé. I have the right to protest against this 
transaction. It is with you to say whether this 
right shall be yielded, and when it shall be yielded. 
I desire, then, gentlemen of the House, to show that 
you are without rules, and that no orders can—— 

[Cries to order—* Sit down; you have no right 
to debate.’”] 
Mr. TOOMBS, (continaing.) I am attempting 
to show to you that no man can rise to order-—— 
Calls to order. | 
r. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I call the 
gentleman to order. 


Mr.TOOMBS, (continuing.) I say that, by the | 


law of 1798, this House, until a Speaker is elected 


and gentiemen have taken the oath of office, has | 


no right to adopt any rules whatsoever. 
Loud cries of order, ] 
r. TOOMBS. Gentlemen may amuse them- 
selves by crying order 
ae to order. | 





r. TOOMBS. But I have the right, and I in- | 


tend to maintain the right to—— 

Mr. VAN DYKE. I call upon the Crerx to 
put the question, and let us see whether the gen- 
tleman will disregard the order of this House. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 1 have the floor, and the 


Crierk cannot put the question. | submit that—— | 


Calls to order.] 
Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) The Crerx has 
not the right to put the question of order. 
[** Order, order.’’} 
Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) That it cannot 


be done. The House has no right. Gentlemen | 
may cry “order,’’ and interrupt me. It is mere | 
brute force, attempting, by the power of lungs, to || 


pat down a gentleman in the exercise of his 
right. 
{Cries to order. } 

Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) 
cannot deprive me of my rights. 1 shall imsist 
upon them to the last extremity. 

Mr. VAN DYKE. It is for the House to de- 
cide whether the gentleman is in order or not. 

The Crerx. The gentleman from New Jersey 
rises to a question of order, and calls the gentle- 
man from Georgia to order. The question sub- 
mitted to the House is 

Mr. TOOMBS, (still retaining the floor.) I deny 
the right of the Crerx to put the question. I 





have the floor; and I submit that the Cier« has | 


not the right to put this question until I have 

ielded the floor. Where (addressing the CLerr) 
is your authority ? 

‘The Crerk. The resolution adopted by the 
House on the 14th instant. 

Mr. TOOMBS. There is none. 

Mr. T. remained upon the floor and was pro- 
ceeding with his remarks, while— 

The Crerk at the same time was propounding 
the question of order to the House, which ‘was, 


{Mr. Toomns] to order, the question for the House 


to decide was, whether the gentleman from Georgia || 
| This,you have not done. [‘*Order, order.’’] Your 
|| power to make rules for your own government 
that without a division the pointof order was sus- | 


should be allowed to proceed. 
The question was put, and the CLer« announced 


tained by the House, and the gentleman from 
Georgia decided out of order. 

Mr. Toomss was still upon the floor, and had 
been speaking during the entire time in which the 
question upon the point of order was propounded 
and taken, and the vote declared. 

Mr. T. continued: Having the right to the floor, 
I shall proceed to the argument of this question. 

(Cries of ‘Order’’—much conversation and 
confusion in all parts of the aan 

Mr. TOOM BS, (continuing.) can speak if gen- 
tlemen interrupt and s at the sume time. 

The Crenx (while 
to speak) stated that the question now recu 





ent of the great right of 


But gentlemen | 


a 


to put the question. Lam upon the floor, and it is 
my right te—— 
| [Calls for the yeas-and nays from various parts 
| of the House. ] 
| The Currx, (Mr. T. still upon the floor.) The 
|| yeas and nays are demanded upon the motion of 
|| the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Ince.) Gen- 
|, tlemen, you who are in favor of agreeing to the 
|, motion will, when your names are called, say 
|| ‘*mye;” those of a contrary opinion will say 
|| *no.”? The Crerx will call the roll. 
‘|| Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) I deny the right 
of these gentlemen to—— 

Cries of * Order”—*‘ Call the roll.’’] 

r. TOOMBS. I shall debate the question, 

whether you call the roll or not. 

[Great confusion. | 

Mr. BRECK. 1 move that this House do now 
|| adjourn. 

Mr. TOOMBS, (continuing.) I keep upon the 
floor. Shall the Clerk deprive meof my constitu- 
tional rights? [** Order, order.’’] Shall members, 
| by crying *‘ order,” deprive me of those rights? 
|, I desire to show my rights under the Constitution. 
|| You do well to call the roll, and to cry “torder;”’ 
|| [loud calls to order]—but I-deny the right of any 
|| and every man to interrupt me. 

[Cries of ‘*Go it, Toombs’’—* Call the roll” — 
| Order”’—and great confusion.} In the midst of 
|| this, and while Mr. T. was still addressing the 
| House— 
| ‘The Crerk commenced to take the yeas and 
| nays, on the motion of Mr. Iner. 
, Mr. TOOMBS continued to speak. 
[Great confusion prevailed. | 
| He said: If you seek, by violating the common 
law of Parliament, the laws of the land, and the 
| Constitution of the United States, to put me down, 
|| (“‘ order, order’’—*‘ call ‘the roll,’’] you will find 
|| ita vain and futile attempt. {** Order, order.’’] I 
am sure I am indebted to the ignorance of my char- 
acter of those who are thus disgracing themselves, 
|| [** order, order,’’] if they suppose any ‘such efforts 
| a8 they are now making will succeed in driving 
| me from the position I have assumed. [*‘ Order, 
| order.’’] Itis too strongly planted in the very 
| foundations of public liberty. [** Order, order.’’] 
|| L stand upon the Constitution of my country, upon 
|| the liberty of speech, [‘‘ order, order,”} which you 
|| have treacherously violated, and upon the rights 
|| of my coustituents; and your fiendish yells may 
|, be well raised to drown an argumept which you 
|| tremble to hear. You claim and have exercised 
} the power to prevent all debate upon any and. every 
|| subject, [** order, order,”’] yet you have not even 
| as yet shown your right to sit bere atall. I will 
|| not presume that you have any such right—[“ or- 
|| der, order’’|—I will not suppose that the Ameri- 
|| can people have selected such agents to represent 
| them; and I therefore demand that they shall 
|, comply with the act of 1789, before I shall be 
| bound to submit to their authority. [Loud cries 
| of * Order, order.’’} The second section of ‘that 
|| act is in these words: 
|| That at the first session of Congress after every 
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|| general election of representatives, the oath oraftir- 
/| mation aforesaid shall be administered by any one 
that the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Van | 
eae having called the gentleman from Georgia | 


member of the House of Representatives to the 

Speaker, and by him to all the members present, 

| and to the Clerk, previous to entering on any other 
business.”” 


does not belong to you in your unorganized condi- 
| tion. [Criesof **Order.”’] You must first be sworn 
| to obey the Constitution before you can bind me, 
| or yourselves, or any other citizen, by your rules, 





[Loud cries of ‘* Order, order.’’) 

You refuse to hear either the Constitution or 
the law, or the comments upon it. Perhaps you 
«lo well to listen to neither; they all speak a voice 





|| of condemnation to your reckless proceedings. 


But if you will not hear them, the country will. 
Every freeman, from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
shore, shall hear them, and every honest man will 


| consider them. They are the securities for his 


r. T. was still athlon rights as wellas mine. You cannot stifle the voice 


| that Shall reach their ears. The electric shock 


upon the motion of the gentleman ‘from Alabama | shall proclaim to the freemen of this Republic 
[Mr. iwc) to reseind the resolution of the 14th | [‘* Order, order’’] that an American Congress, hav- 
instant prohibiting debate until after the election of || ing conceived the purpose to violate the Constitu- 


Speaker. 
— for the question—“ Call the roll.’’] 
’ Mr. TOOMBS. I deny the right of the Currx 


| tion and the laws, to conceal these enormities, have 


| disgraced the records of their a b 
paling ep it a resolution that their repre 





tives shall not be heard in their defence; and fing 
this illegal resolution inad to secure 0 y,° 
an end, have resorted to brutish yells and cries ~ 
stifle the words of those whom they cannot int,” 
idate. [* Order, order.””] ‘The law is clear, plan 
conclusive. You cannot answer it. It has bee’ 
solemnly affirmed by an American Congress a 
1839. [“ Order, order.’’} Lread from the : 
sional Globe, page 56: On motion of Mr. Drom. 
goole, of Virginia, to adopt the standing rules and 
orders of the (then) last House of Representatiy. 
as the rules and orders of that House, it en 
moved by Mr. Lewis Williams to lay the resoly. 
tion on the table. Mr. W.-C. Johnson here made 
a point of order, that by the act of 1789, to whic) | 
have referred, the House had no power to adopt 
rules until they were sworn. The Speaker (M; 
R. M. T. Hunter) suggested that the better way o/ 
deciding the question would be on the mesic; (of 
Mr. Williams) to lay it on the table. Lhe yess 
and nays were called, and the resolution was |aii 
upon the table by the casting vote of the Speaker. 
Congress thus deciding that, even aftewa more 
advanced stage of the proceedings, after a Speaker 
was elected, the House could not, before its mem. 
bers were sworn, even adopt rules for their own 
government. [The Clerk still continued to cajj 
the roll, a few members were answering, others 
inquiring what was the question, others demand. 
ing that their names should be called, and great 
confusion; during all of which, Mr. T. held on 
in his remarks. } ; 

I ask (said Mr. T.) by what authority tha 
man (pointing to the Clerk’s desk) stands there 
and calls those names? By what authority does 
he interfere with the rights of a member of this 
House? [The Clerk continued to ecall.] He is 
an intruder, and how dares he to interrupt mem- 
bers in the exercise of their constitutional rights? 
Gentlemen, has the sense of shame departed with 
your sense of right, that you permit a creature, 
an interloper, in nowise connected with you, tw 
stand at that desk and interrupt your order. [‘0;- 
der, order.’’] 

I have shown you that the House of Repre- 
sentatives decided this question in 1839, pending 
the New Jersey contested election. At the head 
of the names affirming it, stands that of John Q. 
Adams—a gentleman distinguished at least for his 
vast and varied knowledge of constitutional law 
and the science of government. The members of 
the House whose seats were not contested having 
decided (before they were sworn or organized) 
that the votes of certain members of New Jersey 
should not be counted, and the validity of that 
decision being insisted upon, Mr. Adams said, 
‘* That decision was illegal, unconstitutional, null 
and void, on the ground, also, that the House, in 
its then unorganized state, had no power under 
the Constitution to decide any question.” The 
history of that whole controversy shows such to 
have been the general opinion of the House, as! 
am prepared to show from the debates now before 
me; but as the House seems to be a little more pa- 
tient, I will not inflict further quotations upon them. 
The House continued, without making any new 
rules, for days, until it was finally organized, and 
the members were sworn; then rules were adopted 
for its government. ; 

If, then, the House, before its organization, 
could decide no question, how can it enact a law, 
binding upon its members, abridging the liberty of 
speech? I venture to’say, that no such rule was 
ever before adopted in any deliberative assembly. 
It is without a precedent in the annals: of civilizt- 
tion. Even the revolutionary tribunals of France, 
during the Reign of Terror, did not soil their blood- 
stained records with an order denying the liberty 
of speech. This deed was reserved for you, repre- 
sentatives of a free people. [* Order, order.” 
What, then, is your condition?—what your rights, 
and what your duties, in your present condition! 
Under the Constitution you have the right “' 
choose your Speaker and other officers.”’ This 
must be done in conformity to existing laws, for 
you cannot now make a new law. general 
parliamentary law, the common law of Parliamen', 
as far as it is not inconsistent with your Const- 
tution and statute law, is your law. By it you 
are bound, until you are in a condition to make 
others. It is amply sufficient for all legitimate 
ee of organization. Thirty Congresses 

a 


ve met and been organized under it, and no such 
tyrannical proceeding as that which you bave 
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I 
‘ has ever been deemed necessary. What 
str da pretend to have for it? Its adoption 
was probably an inadvertence; it was certainly 
without debate or consideration; but now you want 
jt, and you hold on to it in order to enable you to 

‘ oetrate another wrong on the Constitution, by 

ssing the resolution now before the House, and 
foisting a Speaker upon it, by a plurality of votes 
instead Of a majority. There is no impediment in 
the way of your performance of yourconstitutional 
duties. Your path is plain, your duty clear. 

But you find yourselves trammeled by your 
hasty tes. Your plain duty is to brea these 
ties, and perform your constitational duty; but 
you prefer to break the Constitution of your 
country. Therefore you will this day do what 
vou have already determined in caucus to do—you 
will delegate that power which the Constitution 
yests in the House of Representatives to a minor- 
ity of that House, and you will permit that 
minority to exercise your constitutional duty to 
choose a Speaker. A power delegated to the 
House must be used by a majority of the House. 
In Jefferson’s Manual we find the true and correct 
doctrine laid down, page 183: ‘* The voice of the 
majority decides; for the lex majoris partis is the 
law of all councils, elections, &c., where not 
otherwise expressly provided.’’ It is not other- 
wise provided in the Constitution, nor laws, nor 
rules of Parliament, nor in any rule of any pre- 
ceding Congress. They one and all, where the 

uestion is referred to, sustain the majority rule. 
tis the basis of our whole system. ‘The will of 
any assembly can only be known by a majority. 
Therefore, whether every member of Congress is 
present, or but a majority of one, it is but a 
“House,” and a majority must declare its will. I 
therefore demand of you, before the ee in 
the name of the Constitution and of the people, to 
repeal your illegal rule, — the one on your 
table, and proceed to the discharge of the high 
duties which the people have confided to you, ac- 
cording to the unvarying eertes of your pre- 
decessors and the law of the land. 

[During the latter part of Mr. T.’s speech, the 
House was more tranquil.] 

Mr. Togmss resumed his seat. : 

While he was speaking, the Crerx had pro- 
gressed in the call of the roll about twenty names. 
Responses had been given by a few of the gentle- 
men called, but the disorder was so great that it 
was impossible for gentlemen from their seats to 
make their answers audible to the Clerk. Many 
gentlemen, therefore, left their places and gathered 
in the area in front of the Clerk’s table, indiscrimi- 
nately calling upon the Clerk to record their votes. 

[There were now cries from all sides of ** Call 
the roll—eall the roll.’’] 

Mr. ROOT. What is the question, Mr. Clerk? 

The Crerx. The question is upon rescinding 
the resolution of the 14th instant. 

Mr. ROOT. Well, has any question been taken? 

The Cierx. Several gentlemen have been called. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. I propose that the 
Clerk again commence the roll—some of us could 
not hear when our names were cailed. 

The Crerk again commenced the roll, calling 
the name of ** Nathaniel Albertson”—but the con- 
fusion was so great that he was not heard in many 
parts of the hall. 

Mr. VINTON. Mr. Clerk, is my name re- 
corded? 

The Crerx. No; the roll has not been called 
through. 

Mr. VINTON suggested, as a point of order, 
that the roll could not be called over again; gen- 
— whosenames were not recorded could enter 
them. 

Mr. R. M. McLANE called upon the Clerk to 
announce the result of the vote. 

The Crerx stated that the vote had not yet been 
taken, and again announced the question to be 
upon the motion of the gentleman from Alabama, 
to rescind the resolution of the 14th instant, upon 
which the yeas and nays (he said) had been re- 
corded. Gentlemen who were in favor of the res- 
olution would, when their names were called, an- 
swer “faye;’’ gentlemen of a contrary opinion 
pe answer ‘‘no.’’ The Clerk would call the 
roll, 

The roll was again called. 

When the name of Mr. Morse was called— 
Mr. M. rose and said, that he desired, if the 
ouse was willing to hear him, to say a few 


















words in explanation of jhe vote he should give. | Prt t 
If the House was not willing to hear him, he | €d the constitutional point ofo 
should then decline to vote. 


Hearing no objection— 
Mr. M. was about to proceed, when— 
Mr. ROOT called him to order. 


himself upon this House; but he asked the favor 
of bei 





| of the gentleman from 
|| that this House could not, ontil it was organized, 
|| do otherwise than adjourn from day today. He 


heard. | 
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Mr. SFEPHENS, of , tose and suggest- 
tion to the motion 
ennéssee, [Mr. Jonrs,) 


| thought that, under the Conatitation of the United 


Mr. ALLEN called to order. 
Mr. STEPHENS (continuing) said, he thought 


Mr. MORSE said he did not desire to foree | States— 


Mr. ROOT objected. He was not willing, he | that the House, unul it was organized, ould do 


said, that the House should gag down one mem- 
ber, and allow another to be heard. 
Mr. MORSE said, if a singie gentleman object- 


ed, he should not make any further effort to be | 


heard. He repeated that he did not desire to force 
himself vba the House. 

Mr. ROOT persisted in his objection, other 
members calling on Mr. Morse to proceed. 


Mr. MORSE took his seat, remarking that he | 


should not vote. 


Mr. WILLIAMS said, that he would himself | 


very well like to give his reasons also. 
The roll- having been called through— 
The CLerk announced the voie as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Ashe, Baker, Bayly, 
Bi mn, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Brooks, Albert | 
G. Brown, Burt, Chester Butler, £. U. Cabell, Joseph Cable, || 


George A. Caldwell, Campbell, Carter, Cleveland, Clingman, 
Wilhamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Cole, Disney, Duncan, 
Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, Fvatherston, Freediey, Gid- 
dings, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Haralson, Harlan, 
Harmansor, Isbam G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, ‘homas 
L. Harris, Henry, Hiiliard, Holliday, Holmes, Houston, 


Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Jolinson, James L. John- | 
son, Robert W, Johnson, Jones, Preston King, La Sere, Job || 


Mann, Marshall, Maso, McGaughey, Rubert M. McLane, 
McMullen, McQueen, Me Willie, Meade, Millson, More- 


head, Morris, Morton, Olds, Orr, Owen, Parker, Pitman, | 


Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Root, Ross, Savage, Schenck, 


F. P. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, Strong, Sweetzer, ‘homas, | 


Jacob Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Waldo, Watiace, Wat- 
kins, Weliborn, Wilmot, tVood, and Woodward—97. 


@ NAYS—Measrs. Albertson, Alston, Ashmun, Averett, 


Bay, Beale, Bennett, Kissell, Bokee, Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, 


William J, Brown, Buel, Burrows, ‘Thomas B. Buuer, | 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Claudier, Clark, Howell | 
Cobb, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, | 


Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, Dunham, Alexander Evans, 


Nuthan Evans, a Fowler, Fuller, Gerry, Goodenow, || 
1 


Gott, GouldyGrinnell, Hail, Halloway, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Hampton, Hay, Hayinond, Hebard, Hibbard, Hoagiand, 
Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Kaufman, Kerr, Damel P. King, 


George G. King, James G. King, Johu A. King, Leffler, | 
Levin, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Matteson, MeUlernand, | 
McDowell, McKissoeck, McLanahan, Finis E. McLean, | 


Meacham, Miller, Moore, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Peaslee, Peck, Phodix, Potter, Putnam, Reynolds, Risley, 
Robinson, Rockwell, Rose, Ru:nsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, 
Schermerhorn, Schooicraft, Shepherd, Silvester, Sprague, 


Stanly, R. H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, ‘l'aylor, | 


James Thompson, John B. Thompson, William Thompson, 
Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, 


Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Widtick, Willams, Wil- | 


son, Winthrop, and Young—120. 


So the House ‘again decided that the resolution | 


of the 14th instant, prohibiting debate, should not 
be rescinded, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, now rose and 
called for the reading of the proposition which he 
had submitted. 

The proposition having been read in the words 
following : 


Resolved, That the House will proceed immediately to the 
election of’ a Speaker, viva voce; aud if, after the roll shall 
have been called three times, no member shall have received 
a majority of the whole nuniber of votes, the ro}l shall again 
be called, and the member who shall then receive the largest 
number of'votes, provided it be a majority of a quorutn, shall 


be declared to be chosen Speaker. 


rong HOLMES moved that it be laid upon the 
table. 

Let it be seen (remarked Mr. H.) who it is that 
will vote to violate the Constitution. 

And Mr. H. demanded the yeas and nays on his 
motion. 

Mr.STANTON. I was going to propose to 


the House that the consideration of this proposi- | 


tion should be postponed until Monday next. 
Mr. ROOT insisted that the question should be 


put on the motion to lay the proposition on the 


table. 

Mr. STANTON then said : If gentlemen insist 
on that motion, I shall withdraw the proposition; 
= a give notice that I will offer it again on 

onday. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

essrs. ROOT and BOOTH demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. JONES moved that when this House ad- 
journs, it adjourn to meet on Wednesday next at 
twelve o’clock. 

Mr. FOWLER demanded the yearn and nays. 


| Ro more, under the Constitution, than as a quoram 
_ adjourn from day to day, and compel the attend- 
ance of members. 

Mr. JONES said, that in reply to the conatitu- 
_tienal point raised by the gentleman from Georgia, 
| (Mr. Srernens,) he (Mr. J.) would only remark 
| that the Constitution provided that less than a 
/ quorum might adjourn from day to day. And 
the Constitution did not prohibit a quorum from 
adjourning over for the period of three days. 
| The Crerx. The gentleman from Georgia 
| raises a = of order. 
| Mr. STEPHENS, (interposing.) Not a point 
|| of order. My object was merely to call attention 
to the constitutional point. My opinion is, that 
the House cannot adjourn over. 
| Mr. WILLIAMS said that he did not under- 
stand the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Sternens] 
/as designing to make a point of order, but simply 
as making a suggestion to gentlemen about to vote 
on the main proposition to adjourn over to Wed- 
nesday. 

The Crerx then put the question on the demand 
for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 
| And the question, ** Will this House adjourn 
|, to Wednesday next, at twelve o’clock?’’ was ta- 
ken, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. MEADE took the floor, and was recog- 
| nized by the Clerk. 

Mr. STANTON rose to a question of order. 
He submitted that there was another motion pend- 
ing, (to wit, that of the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. 
Vinton,) that the House do now adjourn. 

The Crienk so decided. 

Mr. STANTON asked the gentleman from Ohio 
‘| [Mr. Vinton] to withdraw his motion to adjourn, 
| to enable him (Mr. 8S.) again to offer the proposi- 
tion which he had withdrawn, 

Mr. VINTON assented. 
|| So the motion to adjourn was withdrawn. 
| » Mr. STANTON again took the floor to offer 
|| his proposition, but yielded to 
r. MEADE, who sent to the Clerk’s table a 
|| proposition, which he desired might be read for 
information, and which he intended to offer as an 
|, amendment to, or substitute for, the proposition 
introduced by the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. 
STanTon. 
|| Mr. STANTON then said that he desired to 
| offer the proposition which he had before with- 
| drawn, and to insist that a vote should be taken 
| upon it at this time. 

The proposition was again read. 
| Mr. HOLMES moved that this proposition be 
laid on the table. 
| Mr. INGE demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MEADE said he offered his proposition as 
| an amendment to that of the gentleman from Ten- 

nessee, [Mr. Stanron,]} 

| And the proposition of Mr. Meape was then 
| read by the Gienk, in the following words: 
Resolved, That after the vote has been taken for Speaker, 
|| next after the adoption of this resolution, the House shall 


|! proceed to vote between the four members receiving the 
|| greatest number Of votes ; and if neither receive a majority, 
}, the House shall then vote between the three menibers re 

|| ceiving the largest vote ; and if no choice be made, the 
|, House shall choose the Speaker from the two members who 
|| Shall bave last received the greatest number of votes ; and 
| no votes shall be counted that are not given to one or other 
| of the persons thus designated ; and the same rule shall ap- 
|| ply in the election of the other officers of the House. . 


|| Mr. HOLMES moved that both propositions be 

| laid upon the table. Hig 

|| Mr. INGE simultaneously made a similar mo- 
|| tion. 

|| Mr. BAYLY demanded the yeas and nays, 
| which were ordered. a 

| And the question, ** Shall these propositions be 
|| laid upon the table?”’ was then taken and decided 
|| in the negative—yeas 4, nays 124, as follows: 

|| YEAS—Mesers. Albertson, Allen, Alston, Averett, Boy, 
||" Bayly, Beale, Boeock, Booth, Bowdon, Bovd, Brooks, A. 
|| G. Brown, Burt, E. C. Cabell, Joseph Cable, Campbell, 

| Carter, Cleveland, Cli » Howell Cobb, W. R.W. Cobb, 

| Coleoek, Cole, Daniel, Disney, Durkee, Edmondson, Feath- 


ee 
erston, Giddings, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Haralson, Bar- 
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lan, isha G. Harris, Sampson W, Harris, Thos. L. Harris, i! 


Hilliard, Hoagland, Holliday, Holmes, Howard, Howe, 
Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robt. W. Johnson, 
Jones, Preston King, Job Maun, Mason, MeUlernand, Mc- 
Dowell, MeGaugh 
Me Willie, Miller, Miilson, Morris, Morton, Olds, Orr, Out- 
law, Owen, Parker, Peck, Potter, Powell, Robbins, Robin- 
son, Root, Alex. H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Surong, 


Sweetzer, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wm. Thompson, | 
i} 


| 


Toomts, Tuck, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wailace, Well- 
born, Wentworth, Whittesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, 
Woodward, and Young—94. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Alexander, Anderson, Ashe, Ashmun, 


i 
' 


} 


, R. M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, | 


Baker, in es Bissell, Bokee, Bowie, Bowlin, | 


Breck, Briggs, Wim. J. Brown, Buel, Burrows 
Thomas 8. Butler, “George A. Caldwell, Jos. B, Caldwell, 
Calvin, Casey, Chandier, Clark, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, 
Dunean, Dunham, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, 
Fitch, Fowler, Freediey, Fuller,Gerry, Gilmore, Goodenow, 
Gou, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Halioway, Hamilton, Ham- 


C. Buuer, || 


| Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, || 


mond, Hampton, Harmanson, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, | 
Henry. Hibbard, Houston, Jackson, J. L. Johnson, Kaufiwan, || 


Kerr, D. P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. 


King, La Sére, Leffler, Levin, Littivfield, Horace Mann, | 


Marshall, Matteson, McKissock, McLanahan, Finis E. 
McLean, Meacham, Meade, Moore, Morehead, Morse, | 
Newell, Ogie, Utis, Peaslee, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, | 
Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Ross, Rum- | 
sey, Sackett, Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, | 
Schoolcraft, Shepherd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, | 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Taylor, 
James ‘Thompson, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, | 
Van Deke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and 
Winthrop—124, 


So the House decided that the two propositions | 
should not be laid on the table. 

Mr. KAUFMAN now sent to the Clerk’s table | 
a proposition, which he offered as a substitute for | 
the pending proposition. 

The Crerk said there was already an amend- | 
ment pending. 

Mr. 
ment to an amendment was always in order. 


|| James Thompson, William Thompson, Waldo, Whittlesey, 


| Evans, Nathan Evans, Featherston, Fowler, Freedley, 


| Inge, Jackson, J. L. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kerr, D. P. 


KAUFMAN submitted that an amend- | 


Mr. STANTON desired to call the previous | 


question on his proposition. . 

{Several voices: ** There’are no rules” —** There 
is no paerieeerernt ad 

‘The proposition of Mr. Kaurman was then 
read, in part, by the Clerk, when the reading was 
interrupted b ' 

Mr. SOHNSON, of Arkansas, who said*that a | 
rule had been adopted by the House prohibiting | 
debate pending the election of Speaker. He sub- 
mitted that this was a written speech. 


[Cries: ‘*Go on with the reading.’’] 


‘The Crerx having finished the reading of the 
substitute, which was as follows: 


Whereas the interests and honor of the country require a | 
speedy organization of this House, and a prompt discharge | 
of the important duties devolved upon us as representatives 
of the people; and whereas the practice heretofore prevail- 
ing of requiring an absolute majority of all the votes given to | 
elect is not enjoined by the Constitution, but, on the con- 


| Clerk and other officers, who should be voted for 


| taken and decided in the negative—yeas 12, nays 


trary, that instrument provides that “each House may de- | 


termine the rules of its proceedings ;”? and whereas nearly | 
three weeks have been already spent in fruitless efforts to 
elect a Speaker, and fifty-nine ineffectual votes have con- | 
clusively demonstrated that no party in this House has a | 
majority sufficient to elect its officers in accordance with 
such practice: 

‘Therefore, for the purpose of enabling this body to dis- 
charge its bigh constitutional functions, and with a view to 
aihere as nearly as possible to seid usual mode of electing 
its officers— 

1. Be it Resolved, That if on the next vote for Speaker no 
member have a majority of all the votes cast, there shall be 
no election; but, on the second vote after the adoption of | 
this resolution, if any member receive within one of a ma- | 
jority of all the votes cast, he shall be declared elected; but 
if there be no election on said second vote, then upon the | 
third vote if any member receive within two of a ma- 
jority of the whole, he shall be declared elected; and | 


a0 On, requiring one Jess to choose for every failure to elect, || 


until a choice of Speakeris made. Provided, That if at any 
time there be a tic between the votes of the two members 
receiving the highest number of votes, there shall be ‘no | 
choice; and further Provided, That no member be. declared 
elected uniess he receive at least a> majority of a quorum | 
of the House. 

2. Be it further Resolved, That the foregoing resolution 
shall also he “the rule of proceeding” in regard to the elec- | 
tion of all the other officers of this House. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to amend 
the amendment of Mr, Kaurman, by striking out 
the preamble. It was (Mr. J. said) unjust to the 
House that a written argument should thus be 

resented. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said, that if, by withdrawing | 
the prearnble, he could add any strength to his pro- | 
position, he would cheerfully do so. 

So the preamble was withdrawn. 

The substitute was then again read without the | 
reamble, 


| Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Bokee, Boota, Bowdon, Bowie, 
| Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, William J. 


| Cabell, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, J. P. Caldwell, 


' 


| Clernand, McDowell, McGaughey,McKissock,MeLanahan, | 
| Robert M. McLane, Finis E. McLean, McQueen, Mc- 


|| Risley, Robbins, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, 


| Shepherd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick 
| P, Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander 
| Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetzer, ‘Taylor, 
| Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James ‘[hompson, John B. 


| 


Mr. BRECK addressed an inquiry or sugges- | 


tion to the Crerk, 


of which nothing could be | 
heard by the reporter. 


| 


| land, Clingman, Howell Cobb, W. R..W. Cobb, Coicock, 
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The Crerx then stated the question to be on the / 
proposition of My. Kaurman. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked for 
the yeas and nays on the substitute; and they were 
ordered. ; 

On a suggestion by Mr. WENTWORTH, the 
several pending propositions were read. 

And the question on the substitute of Mr. 
Kavurman was then taken and decided in the nega- | 
tive—yeas 51, nays 148, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Averett, Bay, Bissell, 
Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, William J. Brown, E. C. | 
Cabell, J. Cable, G. A. Caldwell, W. R, W. Cobb, Dimmick, | 
Doty, Dunham, Ewing, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gor- | 
man, Green, Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, Harmanson,1.G. | 


} 


i} 
1 


Howard, Hubbard, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Kaufman, George G. King, La Sére, Littlefield, Horace 
Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, McLan- 
ahan, Finis E. MeLean, McMullen, Millson, Morehead, | 
Morris, Morse, Olds, Otis, Parker, Peaslee, Potter, Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Stetson, Thomas, 


Wildrick, Williams, and Young—51. 

NAYS—Messts. Alexander, Allen, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bayly, Beale, Bennett, Bingham, Bocock, Bokee, 
Bowdon, Breck, Briggs, A. G. Brown, Buel, Burrows, 
Burt, Chester Butier, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Cald- 
well, Calvin, Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, Clark, 
Cleveland, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Coleock, Cole, Conger, 
Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Disney, 
Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Edmundson, Alexander 


Goudenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hackett, Hali, Halloway, 
Hampton, Haralson, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hil- 
liard, Hoagland, Holliday, Holmes, Houston, HoWe, Hunter, 


King, James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Leffler, 
Levin, Matteson, McCiernand, McGaughey, McKissock, 
Robert M. McLane, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meacham, Meade, 
Miller, Moore, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, 
Peck, Phenix, Pitman, Powell, Putnam, Reynolds, Ris- 
ley, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Schenck, 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcratt, Shepherd, Silvester, Spalding, 
Sprague, Staniy, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Alexander 
fi. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Strong, Sweeizer, Tayior. 
Jacob Thompson, J. B. Thompson, ‘Thurman, ‘Toomb 

Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Venable, Vinton, Walden, | 
Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, White, Wilmot, 
Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, and Woodward—148. 


So the substitute was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Meape to the original proposition. of Mr. 
STANTON. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. ROOT asked the yeas and nays on the 
amendment, which were ordered 








Mr. MEADE expressed his desire so to modify 
his amendment as that it should embrace the 


in the same manner. 
The question on the said amendment was then 


201—as follows: . 


YEAS—Messrs. Alston, Dunham, Gilmore, Hammond, 
Howard, Robert W. Johnson, McMullen, Meade, Parker, 
Richardson, Savage, and Williams—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Anderson, 
Ashe, Ashmun, Averett, Baker, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bennett, 


Brown, Buel, Burrows, Burt, C. Butler, T. B. Buuler, E. C. 


Calvin, Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Cleve- 


Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, 
Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Edmundson, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fitch, Fowler, Freediey, Fuller, Gerry, Goodenow, Gor- 
man, Gout, Gould, Green, Grinuell, Hackett, Hall, Hal- 
loway, Hampton, Hamilton, Haralson, Hilliard, Harian, 
Harmanson, I. G. Harris, 5. W. Harris, T. L. Harris, Hay, 
Haymond, Hebard, Heury, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, 
Houston, Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, Jackson, Andrew 
Johnson, James L. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Kerr, 
Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, Jolin 
A. King, Preston King, La Sere, Leffler, Levin, Little- 
field, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Matteson, Mc- 





Willie, Meacham, Miller, Moore, Morris, Morse, Mor- 
ton, Newell, Ogle, Gids, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Peas- 
lee, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, Powell, Putnam, Reynolds, 

Rose, Ross, 
Rumsey, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 


- Stephens, 








Thompson, William Thompson, ‘hatman, ‘Toombs, Tuck, | 
Van Dyke, Venable, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, White. Whittlesey, Wil- 
drick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, “‘’ood, Woodward, an 
Young—201. 


So the amendment of Mr. Meape was rejected. 
The question then recurred on the original prop- 


*|| osition of Mr. Stanron. 


Mr. MEADE moved so toamend the proposition || 
as to include all the officers of the House. i 
Mr. STANTON rose to a question of order. | 
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He submitted that after a vote had been taken » 
a substitute, no further amendment ene 
On pee Seet a, law, be in order. ’ 

r. MEADE did not press his amendment, 
Mr. ROOT then demanded the yeas and na 
on the adoption of the original proposition, " 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Crerx stated the question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS rose and said that he offered 
the proposition which he sent to the Clerk’s table 
as a substitute for the original proposition. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, insisted on the 
point of order, (which he had raised in the case of 
the amendment offered by Mr. Means and with 
drawn.) . 

_ (Cries: ‘* Let the substitute be read for informs. 
tion.’”} 
_ The proposition was read in the words follow. 
ing: 

Whereas the election of the Speaker of thi i 
the highest and most priesnetnye = eee wae 
members; and whereas, also, by common consent of eye 
House of Representatives since the adoption of the Con. 
stitution, a majority of all the votes given has been regarded 
as necessary to a choice of that officer; and whereas the 
freedom of debate has ever been regarded as one of the safe. 
guards of American liberty: Therefore 

Resolved, That a change in such election so us to elect 
Speaker by a plurality of votes, while the minority are not 
permitted to discuss the propriety or cunstitutionality of such 
change, will be oppressive in operation, of dangerous tend. 
ency, and ought not to be adopted. 

Mr. STANTON insisted on the point of order, 

_ The Crerx said the point of order is to be de. 
cided by the House. It is this: that after votes 
have been taken on the firsttwo amendments, it is 
out of order to offer another amendment, 

Mr. STANTON. There is another ground 
upon which I submit that the proposition of the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gippines] is out of 
order. It is: that it is not germain to the proposi- 
tion before the House. 

The Crerx stated the additional objection, 

Mr. MEADE desired to suggest another reason 
why the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Gippines] was out of order. It proposed to 
do nothing, but simply declared that the original 

roposition introduced by the gentleman from 

ennessee [Mr. Stanton] was wrong. He (Mr. 
M.) believed the amendment to be out Of order on 
that ground also. 

Mr. HOLMES demanded the yeas and nays on 
the point of order. 

r. GIDDINGS said that he offered his propo- 
sition as a substitute for the original proposition, 
and not as an amendment to it. 

The Cierk so stated 

Mr. STANTON. Very well. 
subject of the original proposition. 

The question was then stated to be on the de- 
mand of Mr. Hoxtmes for the yeas and nays on 
the point of order. 

r. GIDDINGS. Give us the yeas and nays, 
gentlemen; and let the country see how we act 
upon these things. 

The Crier, having put the question, stated that 
there was not a sufficient number voting in favor 
of the yeas and nays. : 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Levin and 
Harris, of Tennessee, were appointed. 

And the vote having been taken, stood—in favor 
of the yeas and nays 30, against them 146. _ 

So the yeas and nays were refused. 

Mr. ASHE moved that the House adjoum 
until Monday, at twelve o’clock. 

‘The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The Crerx then stated the question to hare 
recurred on the original proposition of Mr. Srax- 
Ton, (on which the yeas and nays had been 
ordered.) 

A brief conversation occurred between Mr. 
Porrer and the Cierk, on the point whether the . 
resolution was now open to amendment or not. 
After which— 

The Cuerx proceeded with the call of the yeas 
and nays on the original proposition of Mr. Stas- 
TON. ‘ 

And several members had answered to their 
names, when— 

Mr. HOLMES rose to a question of order. It 
was this: was not the House to have a vote on 
the proposition which had been offered by the 
gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Gippines ? : 

The Crerx said that the House had decided 





It is not onthe 
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